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Dear Reader 
In today’s world, where so much is changing and information is so freely available, I 
just want to outline your rights and mine with regard  to this booklet, which is part of 
my home study course ‘Read & Play Music’. 

This is a legally binding agreement between you and myself (David Dempster). Please 
read it carefully. 

This is a multimedia home study course which contains lessons, audios, videos, and 
documents – all in digital format.  Unlike printed books and music where you own the 
physical book, the standard for digital works is to purchase a licence to use the media. 

Your group has purchased a Group User Licence. This means the course materials will 
be used only by members of your group, such as a choir, a school music class or a 
community study group. This licence is intended for a group of up to 20 members. If 
you have a larger group, your group should purchase multiple licences. 

Reminder of terms of Group User Licence 

 

Your group members may: 

 STUDY the course materials online. 

 DOWNLOAD the course materials 
and read them on their personal 
computers or other devices. 

 PRINT the course materials from 
downloaded files, up to one copy 
per group member, for their 
personal use. 

 

Your group members may not: 

 Resell, lend or give away your 
course login, any downloaded 
course files, or any printed course 
materials. 

 Print additional copies of the 
course materials. 

Thank you for respecting my intellectual property rights.     

David Dempster 
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BOOK 2 TUNE ALBUM 

Here are the tunes you can play after you’ve completed Book 2 of my home study 
course, Read & Play Music. 

Some of these tunes are ones you played in the Book 1 section. I included them 
again so you can hear the difference that comes from playing with two hands. 

The challenge of reading and playing with two 

hands 

You may be finding that reading and playing music with two hands is quite a bit 
more challenging than playing with one hand.  

Some pianists learn a new piece of music by playing the right hand on its own, 
and then the left hand on its own, before playing both hands at the same time. I 
prefer that you don’t do that too much, because the skill you are working at 
developing is reading and playing music with two hands. It’s better that you begin by 
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playing a new tune very slowly, applying Know-Before-You-Go for Two Hands 
right from the start. If you occasionally want to practice a difficult part with one 
hand, go ahead, but most of the time play with two hands. 

Using the practice methods 

During Book 2, I introduced you to a number of practice methods. 

In Lesson 8, you learned the Know-Before-You-Go for Two Hands practice 
method, which enables you to play new music with no mistakes on the first time 
through. 

In Lesson 17, we reviewed the Pitch-Time-Music practice method from Book 1  

Finally, in Lesson 19, we reviewed the Practice-in-Sections practice method from 
Book 1 and saw how to apply it to playing with two hands.. That approach helps 
you learn a longer piece of music faster than you would if you keep playing it all 
the way through over and over. 

I hope you’ve become familiar with these practice methods and are finding them 
helpful. Perhaps some of them seem more useful to you than others. And that’s 
fine. Use whatever works well for you in learning and playing new tunes. 

Ready for takeoff? On with the music! 
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EASIER TUNES FOR TWO HANDS 

This first group of tunes for two hands is easier because you only have to play 
one note at a time with each hand. That means these are examples of two-part 
harmony, which we met in Lesson 11: More about Chords and Harmony. 

Try following the fingering I’ve provided, at least while you’re getting started. 
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Tune 1: 

Lightly Row (Little Hans) 

This is a traditional German folk song, ‘Haenschen klein’, which translates into 
English as ‘Little Hans’. 

This song has a curious film connection. The song ‘Daisy Daisy’, which you’ll play 
later, was the first song ever sung by a computer. So when the computer HAL in 
the film 2001: A Space Odyssey was being deactivated, it sang ‘Daisy’. The idea is 
that it went back to its earliest childhood memory. Curiously, the version of the 
film dubbed into German has the computer singing ‘Little Hans’ instead of ‘Daisy’. 
Little Hans is one of the first songs taught to children in Germany, so it is 
associated with early childhood memories. 

Many of the pupils in my school (and other schools around Britain) learned to 
play this tune on the recorder, an instrument similar to the flute. The recorder is 
inexpensive and easy to learn, and that made it a good choice for giving pupils 
some experience of making music. When I think back to my school days, I can 
imagine the sound of this tune echoing around the bare corridors of Perth Junior 
Academy on the east coast of Scotland. 

The fingering in measure 1 suggests that you place your left index finger (shown 
by the number ‘2’) on the first note, lower C. That puts your left hand into a 5-
finger position, and you should keep it in that position for the whole tune. 

The same goes for your right hand. Place your little finger (shown by the 
fingering ‘5’) on the upper G. That puts your right hand into a 5-finger position 
which works for the whole tune. 

Have fun reading and playing with two hands! 
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Tune 2: 

Good King Wenceslas 

This tune was published in Finland in 1582, and the tune apparently dates from 
even earlier. The words we know were written much later, in 1853, in England. 

In the previous tune, your left hand stayed in a 5-finger position. That won’t do 
in this tune, because the left hand part has a bigger range from the lowest note to 
the highest note. So you’ll have to start moving your left hand around. Try using 
the fingering I’ve given you. I think you’ll find that works well. 
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Tune 3: 

When Johnny Comes Marching Home Again 

Here’s a tune you played earlier with one hand. Now you get to play it with two 
hands. Let’s see what a difference it makes adding the left hand. 

I’ve given you 4 measures at the start to get the left hand going before the tune 
comes in. Do those 4 measures sound a bit like soldiers marching? 

When Johnny comes marching home again, 
Hurrah! Hurrah! 
We'll give him a hearty welcome then 
Hurrah! Hurrah! 
The men will cheer and the boys will shout 
The ladies they will all turn out 
And we'll all feel gay when Johnny comes marching home. 
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MORE CHALLENGING TUNES FOR 

TWO HANDS 

It’s time now to exercise all the skills you learned in Book 2. 

These tunes have one hand or the other playing chords (one hand playing two or 
more notes at the same time). 

Good luck! 
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Tune 4: 

Camptown Races 

Usually your right hand plays the tune while your left hand plays an 
accompaniment. But sometimes it can be the other way around.  

In this arrangement, I’m having you start by playing the tune with your right 
hand, then switching to playing the tune with your left hand, and then finishing 
with the tune back in your right hand. I think you’ll find this creates an 
interesting and pleasing effect. 

If you have a keyboard that allows you to vary how loudly you play, try to play 
the tune a bit louder than the accompaniment. That means your right hand is 
louder when it is playing the tune, and your left hand is louder when the tune is 
in the left hand. 

This tune is quite a bit more adventurous to play that the last two. Start very 
slowly and apply Know-Before-You-Go for Two Hands. 
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Tune 5: 

Danny Boy 

This is probably the best-known song from Ireland. Ironically, the words of the 
song were written by an English lawyer. 

An exceptional tune often has a climax near the end. This tune is an example. It 
rises to its highest note, upper E, near the end of the tune, creating a feeling of 
excitement. Then there is one more phrase with lower pitches allowing the 
excitement to die away so the tune ends calmly. 

You’ll find your left hand has to move around quite a bit in this tune. It’s pretty 
normal for your left hand to have a lot of jumping around to do.  

I’ve given you a bit of a challenge by including some chords. Apply Know-Before-
You-Go for Two Hands, give yourself plenty of time, and it will all come out fine. 
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Tune 6: 

Home on the Range 

This is the state song of the state of Kansas in the United States. 

Kansas is the state right in the middle of the country, part of the vast region 
known as the ‘Great Plains’. Before being settled in the 19th century, Kansas was 
for thousands of years home to tribes of American Indians including the Kansa 
tribe who gave the state its name. 

This song was written shortly after the creation of the state of Kansas. The song 
celebrates the diverse and abundant animal life of the state. 

Half-way through this tune, in the left hand part, you’ll see an example of a chord 
with the note heads on either side of the stem. This is done when the chord 
contains adjacent pitches, in this case the pitches F and G. Although they are not 
vertically aligned, the two notes are played at the same time. 
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Lyrics: 

Oh give me a home where the buffalo roam, 
Where the deer and the antelope play, 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word, 
And the skies are not cloudy all day. 
 

Home, home on the range, 
Where the deer and the antelope play, 
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word, 
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Tune 7: 

Loch Lomond 

This is probably the best-known song from Scotland. It has been sung and 
recorded by many singers, and has been adapted to various styles including 
classical, swing, jazz, punk, and rock and roll. 

According to one tradition, it was written by a Scottish soldier who was captured 
by the English and due to be executed the next morning. The song expresses his 
sadness that he will never get back to Scotland to meet again with his true love. 

Lyrics: 

By yon bonnie banks and by yon bonnie braes, 
Where the sun shines bright on Loch Lomond 
Where me and my true love were ever wont to go, 
On the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lomond. 
 
O ye’ll tak’ the high road and I’ll tak’ the low road, 
And I’ll be in Scotland afore ye. 
But me and my true love will never meet again, 
On the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lomond. 
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Tune 8: 

My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean 

This song was first published in America in 1881, but it has its origins in Scotland. 

In 1929 it played a part in a momentous event in American culture: the first 
speaking appearance of Mickey Mouse in a Walt Disney cartoon. Mickey is a hot 
dog seller at a fairground. The tune ‘My Bonnie’ is playing. When the tune 
reaches the chorus, instead of ‘Bring back, bring back’, Mickey calls out ‘Hot dog! 
Hot dog!’. You can find that video in the Lesson 10 section of your Book 1 course 
materials page (Book 1, not Book 2). 

I’ve used broken chords in the left hand of this arrangement. To my ear, they 
suggest the rolling waves of the sea. How does it sound to you? 
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Tune 9: 

Red River Valley 

Here’s another of the tunes you played with one hand back in Book 1. 

For the left hand, I’ve used a mixture of most of the styles you learned in Book 2. 
Some measures contain a whole note, others contain two half notes, or a 2-note 
chord, or a triad, or a broken chord. If you’re not sure what those terms mean, 
review the applicable lessons in Book 2. 

If you have a keyboard that allows you to vary the loudness as you play, try 
punching out the last 2 measures to create a strong ending to this jaunty tune. 
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Tune 10: 

You played this tune earlier with your left hand only. Let’s revisit it with this 
two-hand version. 
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Chat with David 

Well done! 

Reading and playing piano with two hands can seem like a magic trick to 
someone who has not done it. Don’t you need two brains? 

Now that you’ve played these tunes with two hands, I expect you’re beginning to 
feel it click. Like getting the hang of riding a bicycle. 

If you have not yet started studying Book 3 of the course, I encourage you to do so 
now. You will learn to play different rhythms, an essential aspect of most styles 
of music. That will move you one big step closer to playing the music you want to 
play. 


