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Dear Reader 
In today’s world, where so much is changing and information is so freely available, I 
just want to outline your rights and mine with regard  to this booklet, which is part of 
my home study course ‘Read & Play Music’. 

This is a legally binding agreement between you and myself (David Dempster). Please 
read it carefully. 

This is a multimedia home study course which contains lessons, audios, videos, and 
documents – all in digital format.  Unlike printed books and music where you own the 
physical book, the standard for digital works is to purchase a licence to use the media. 

Your group has purchased a Group User Licence. This means the course materials will 
be used only by members of your group, such as a choir, a school music class or a 
community study group. This licence is intended for a group of up to 20 members. If 
you have a larger group, your group should purchase multiple licences. 

Reminder of terms of Group User Licence 

 

Your group members may: 

 STUDY the course materials online. 

 DOWNLOAD the course materials 
and read them on their personal 
computers or other devices. 

 PRINT the course materials from 
downloaded files, up to one copy 
per group member, for their 
personal use. 

 

Your group members may not: 

 Resell, lend or give away your 
course login, any downloaded 
course files, or any printed course 
materials. 

 Print additional copies of the 
course materials. 

Thank you for respecting my intellectual property rights.     

David Dempster 
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LESSON 5: 

READ AND PLAY 8 NOTES 

IN THE BASS CLEF 

Here we go: 3 more bass clef notes to add to your left-hand skill. 

First, let’s do a short review. 
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REVIEW 
SEE WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Before going on to learn more, it’s important that you have a good grasp of what 
you’ve already learned. Otherwise you may find it difficult learning the next step. 

Do this review. You should be able to do it accurately and easily. 

STEP 1: Call out the names of these notes (see answer below): 

 

STEP 2: Read and play the notes above. 

Did you do that review accurately and easily? 

If so, carry on to the next section: ‘Your next 3 notes: lower C, D and E’. 

Otherwise, go back and spend more time doing the exercises of earlier lessons 
before you continue with this new lesson. It will take a bit of time, but you’ll 
make faster progress in the end if you go back now.  

Answers: 

STEP 1: GBFG BCGA FGCA G 
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MUSIC THEORY 
BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

Your next 3 notes: lower C, D and E 

You already learned to play 5 notes: lower F-G-A-B and middle C. 

The 3 white notes to the left of lower F are called lower C, D and E. 

Play lower C, D and E on your keyboard  

 
The location of lower C, D and E on your keyboard. 

Find those 3 new notes on your keyboard and play them: lower C, D and E. 
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How lower C, D and E are shown in printed music 
Here is how those 3 new notes are printed in the bass clef: lower C, D and E: 

 
How the notes lower C, D and E are printed in the bass clef. 

 Lower C is in the 2nd space up from the bottom. 

 Lower D is centred on the middle line. 

 Lower E is in the 3rd space up.  
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Note-matching diagram for lower C, D and E 
The diagram below shows how the 3 new notes on your keyboard correspond to 
printed notes in the bass clef.  

 
Note-matching diagram for lower C, D and E. 
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Read lower C, D and E from printed music and play them 

Here again is how lower C, D and E are printed in the bass clef: 

 

Look at those notes one at a time, and as you read each one play it on your 
keyboard with your left hand. Do that now. 

Did you 

 read the printed notes lower C, D and E? 

 play the notes lower C, D and E on your keyboard with your left hand? 

 hear the music sounds of the notes lower C, D and E? 

Great! You learned to read and play 3 new notes in the bass clef. 

Draw the notes lower C, D and E 

Your drawing should look something like this:  

 

Do each step as you read it: 

1. Draw the staff and the bass clef. 

2. Draw the notes lower C, D and E. 

3. Prop up your sheet of music and play it. 
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All the notes you’ve learned so far in the bass 

clef 

Note-matching diagram for lower C to middle C  

You’ve learned 8 notes so far in the bass clef.The diagram below shows how they 
correspond between your keyboard and the printed music in the bass clef. 

You can refer back to this diagram any time you need to. 

  
Note-matching diagram for all 8 notes learned so far in the bass clef. 
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Read lower C to middle C from printed music and play them 

Here are those 8 notes again: 

 

Look at the above notes one at a time. As you read each one, play it on your 
keyboard with your left hand. Do that now. 

You’ll find you have to move your hand around to play all these notes. Do the 
best you can for now, and a little later I’ll show you how to make best use of your 
fingers. 

Great! Now you can read and play 8 notes in the bass clef. 

Play them over and over while looking at the printed music until they begin to 
seem familiar. 
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PRACTICAL 
BUILD YOUR SKILL 

Let’s get some practice in reading and playing all 8 notes you’ve learned in the 
bass clef. 

Exercise  1: 

Lower C D E 

Here’s a reminder of how lower C, D and E look on the keyboard: 

 
Reminder: The 3 new notes lower C, D and E. 

You can play the next few exercises using a 5-finger position with your little 
finger on lower C:  
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5-finger position from lower C to lower G. 

1   Find the keys

1. Call out these notes, and point to the keys on your keyboard. (Don’t play 
yet. Just point.) Make sure you’re pointing to lower C, D and E. 

lower CDE – DEC – CEC – DCE 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 
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2   Play from note names

1. Call out these notes, and play them on your keyboard with your left hand. 

lower ECD – DED – CED – ECE 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

3   Name the printed notes

 

Reminder: The printed notes lower C, D and E. 

Notice where they are in relation to the 5 lines. 

1. Point to the printed notes below and call out their names. Don’t play them 
yet: 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily.  
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4   Play from printed music

1. Call out the names of these notes, and play them on your keyboard with 
your left hand: 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

5   Draw the printed notes, then play them

1. Draw 5 lines and the bass clef. 

2. Draw these notes on the staff: 

lower DEC – CED – DCD – EDC 

3. Prop up your sheet of music and play it. 
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Exercise  2: 

Lower C D E F 

Now we’ll add one of the notes you learned earlier: lower F. 

1   Find the keys

1. Call out these notes, and point to the keys on your keyboard. (Don’t play 
yet. Just point.) Make sure you’re pointing to lower C, D, E and F. 

lower CDF – DEC – FEC – DFE 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

2   rom note names

1. Call out these notes, and play them on your keyboard with your left hand. 

lower ECF – DEC – CFD – EDF 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 
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3   Name the printed notes

1. Point to the printed notes below and call out their names. Don’t play them 
yet: 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily.  

4   Play from printed music

1. Call out the names of these notes, and play them on your keyboard with 
your left hand: 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

5   Draw the printed notes, then play them

1. Draw 5 lines and the bass clef. 

2. Draw these notes on the staff: 

lower CDE – DEF – EFD – EDC 

3. Prop up your sheet of music and play it. 
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Exercise  3: 

Lower C to G 

1   Find the keys

1. Call out these notes, and point to the keys on your keyboard. (Don’t play 
yet. Just point.) Make sure you’re pointing to lower C, D, E, F and G. 

lower CGF – DEF – FEG – DGC 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

2   Play from note names

1. Call out these notes, and play them on your keyboard with your left hand. 

lower ECF – DGC – CFG – GDF 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 
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3   Name the printed notes

1. Point to the printed notes below and call out their names. Don’t play them 
yet: 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily.  

4   Play from printed music

1. Call out the names of these notes, and play them on your keyboard with 
your left hand: 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

5   Draw the printed notes, then play them

1. Draw 5 lines and the bass clef. 

2. Draw these notes on the staff: 

lower GEC – FED – ECG – FGC 

3. Prop up your sheet of music and play it. 
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Exercise  4: 

Lower C to A 

1   Find the keys

1. Call out these notes, and point to the keys on your keyboard. (Don’t play 
yet. Just point.) Make sure you’re pointing to lower C to A. 

lower CAF – DGE – AEG – DGE 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

  



Read & Play Music – Book 2 Lesson 5: Read and Play 8 Notes in the Bass Clef 
 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2018 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Licensed only for piloting by students and staff of Washburn Academy, Florida, USA 

18 

Chat with David:  

How to find the keys instantly with your left 

hand 

Back in Book 1, I showed you a video about the importance 
of learning to recognise the keys instantly, and how you 
can achieve that. I hope you’ve been applying that since 
then, because that’s the way to develop a real skill in piano 
playing like the professionals do. It also gets you through 
the course faster. 

 

Please watch that video again now. It’s so important, and I want to make sure 
you’re applying it as you learn to read and play with your left hand. 

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the video on your Book 2 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

If you apply what you learned in this video, your piano playing with your left 
hand will move up to the same level of ease as your right-hand playing.   

https://dempstermusic.com/rpb1l05-vid-finding-keys
https://dempstermusic.com/rpb1l05-vid-finding-keys
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2   Play from note names

1. Call out these notes, and play them on your keyboard with your left hand. 

lower ECA – DFC – CED – GAF 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

3   Name the printed notes

1. Point to the printed notes below and call out their names. Don’t play them 
yet: 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily.  
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Chat with David:  

How to read the printed notes instantly in the 

bass clef 

In the last video, I showed you how to train yourself to find 
the keys without hesitation. I hope you’ve been doing well 
applying that. 

Now we’re going to take up recognising the printed notes. 
This is another skill that can move your reading and 
playing up to a whole new level. 

This is another Book 1 video. You’ll have no trouble seeing how it applies to your 
new task of reading from the bass clef. Watch this video now:  

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the video on your Book 2 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

Got it? Give it a try!   

  

https://dempstermusic.com/rpb1l05-vid-recognising-notes
https://dempstermusic.com/rpb1l05-vid-recognising-notes
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4   Play from printed music

1. Call out the names of these notes, and play them on your keyboard with 
your left hand: 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

5   Draw the printed notes, then play them

1. Draw 5 lines and the bass clef. 

2. Draw these notes on the staff: 

lower GED – FAD – DCG – FGA 

3. Prop up your sheet of music and play it. 
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Tune 1: 

A sea shanty 

A ‘sea shanty’ is a song sung by sailors back in the days of ‘tall ships’. Sailors 
would sing to help coordinate their activities such as pulling on a rope to raise a 
sail. This is probably the best-known sea shanty. 

Tunes are usually played with your right hand, while you play an 
accompaniment in your left hand. 

Definition: an accompaniment is a component of a piece of music that 
supports and enhances the tune. In piano music, the left hand often plays 
an accompaniment while the right hand plays the tune. 

But sometimes your left hand gets to play a tune . . . 

 

What Shall We Do with the Drunken Sailor 
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Exercise  5: 

Lower C to B 

1   Find the keys

1. Call out these notes, and point to the keys on your keyboard. (Don’t play 
yet. Just point.) When you see ‘C’, make sure you play lower C, not middle 
C. 

lower EGB – AFD – CEA – BGD 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

2   Play from note names

1. Call out these notes, and play them on your keyboard with your left hand. 

lower BCA – DAC – CEG – BGE 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 
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3   Name the printed notes

1. Point to the printed notes below and call out their names. Don’t play them 
yet: 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily.  

4   Play from printed music

1. Call out the names of these notes, and play them on your keyboard with 
your left hand: 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

5   Draw the printed notes, then play them

1. Draw 5 lines and the bass clef. 

2. Draw these notes on the staff: 

lower GED – CAD – DFG – BCA 

3. Prop up your sheet of music and play it. 
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Tune 2: 

A traditional English song 

Scarborough is a town in north-east England. Scarborough Fair was an annual 
trading festival founded in 1253 that continued for more than 500 years. 
Merchants came from all over England and Europe to trade their wares. 

This song is hundreds of years old, and became famous in modern times when 
recorded by Paul Simon. 

 

Scarborough Fair 
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Chat with David:  

Playing without looking at your hand 

Here’s the next Book 1 video I want you to watch again. 

Just this one tip can move your playing up to a whole new 
level. 

If you apply this for real now to reading and playing with 
your left hand, it will prepare you well for the greater 
challenge of reading and playing with two hands. 

Watch this video now: 

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the video on your Book 2 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

Summary of video 

When a student starts playing a new exercise or tune, he may need to keep 
looking down to see where his hand is on the keyboard and find the next key to 
play. 

https://dempstermusic.com/rpb1l08-vid-without-looking
https://dempstermusic.com/rpb1l08-vid-without-looking
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That makes your playing slow and hesitant. 

You’ll play much better if you learn to play without looking down at your hand. 
That means you’ll be able to keep reading the music and playing it without the 
interruption of looking down. The result is that you’ll play more musically and 
make faster progress. 

And it’s not difficult to learn this skill. Just keep repeating the exercise or tune, 
looking down less each time, until you can play it all the way through while 
looking at the printed music.   
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Exercise 6: 

Lower C to middle C 

1   Name the printed notes

1. Point to the printed notes below and call out their names. Don’t play them 
yet: 

 

 Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 

2   Play from printed music

1. Call out the names of these notes, and play them on your keyboard with 
your left hand: 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 12 accurately and 
easily. 
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Exercise  7: 

Word games 

Let’s have some fun with the notes you’ve learned! 

1   Play from note names 

In this game, I’m going to give you a series of English words. Your challenge is to 
play the words on your keyboard with your left hand. When you have a ‘C’, you 
can either play middle C or lower C. Take it slowly. 

1. Call out each group of letters, and play the notes on your keyboard: 

BED – ACE – DAD – AGE – BAD – GAB – BEEF – 

BEAD – CAFE 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line accurately and easily, 
straight through. 
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2   Play from printed music

Here are some more English words, but this time I’m not going to tell you the 
words. You have to figure them out from the printed music. 

Again, don’t try to go too fast. 

1. Call out the names of a group of notes below, say what the English word is, 
and play the notes on your keyboard: 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole series of notes accurately and 
easily, straight through. 
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Chat with David: 

How’s it going?  

Are you doing fine with these exercises? If so, turn the page and carry on! 

If you’re feeling you haven’t managed to do the exercises as 
well as you want, or if you feel you are struggling, spend 
some more time doing these exercises before you continue 
with the course. Start back at the first exercise in this lesson 
and do them all again. You will make much faster progress in 
the end if you make sure you can do each lesson really well 
before going on to the next one. 

You’re going to play some bits of tunes in a moment, and it will go better if 
you’re prepared.   
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Tune 3: 

A popular song from the 1890’s 

This song was inspired by an odd incident. The composer Henry Dacre travelled 
to America with a bicycle and had to pay import duty. A friend joked that it was a 
good thing it wasn’t a bicycle built for two, as he’d have had to pay double. And 
from that brief remark we have a song that has lasted for 100 years. 

You’ll need to move your hand around to play this. Do the best you can for now. 
In the next lesson I’ll show you something to help you do this more smoothly.  

 

Daisy, Daisy (Bicycle Built for Two) 
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Chat with David: 

Know-Before-You-Go (reminder) 

I gave you this practice tip in Book 1: 

 

Hopefully you’ve been applying it in playing the exercises and tunes. 

If you’re applying this tip, you’ll be making much faster progress than someone 
who is fumbling around making lots of mistakes. 

This tip is simple but powerful. 

This is all there is to it: 

Don’t make any move until you’re certain you’ll do it right. 

Know what you’re going to do, before you go and do it.  

Know-Before-You-Go. 

If you haven’t been applying it, or if you’re not sure how it works, I recommend 
you restudy the lesson in Book 1 of this course that explains how it works and 
gives you some practice in applying it. That’s Lesson 9: The Know-Before-You-Go 
Practice Method in Book 1.   
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Tune 4: 

A traditional Appalachian song 

This song comes from the Appalachian mountains of America, and may have 
Scottish and Irish roots. 

 

On Top of Old Smokey 

 

 

What’s next? 

I expect you’re finding it more of a challenge now that you’re moving your left 
hand around on the keyboard. 

In the next lesson, we’ll learn something to help you meet the challenge. 

To find Lesson 6, click the green box: 
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or go to your Book 2 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

https://dempstermusic.com/book-1-course-materials-group/
https://dempstermusic.com/book-2-course-materials-group/

