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Dear Reader 
In today’s world, where so much is changing and information is so freely available, I 
just want to outline your rights and mine with regard  to this booklet, which is part of 
my home study course ‘Read & Play Music’. 

This is a legally binding agreement between you and myself (David Dempster). Please 
read it carefully. 

This is a multimedia home study course which contains lessons, audios, videos, and 
documents – all in digital format.  Unlike printed books and music where you own the 
physical book, the standard for digital works is to purchase a licence to use the media. 

Your group has purchased a Group User Licence. This means the course materials will 
be used only by members of your group, such as a choir, a school music class or a 
community study group. This licence is intended for a group of up to 20 members. If 
you have a larger group, your group should purchase multiple licences. 

Reminder of terms of Group User Licence 

 

Your group members may: 

 STUDY the course materials online. 

 DOWNLOAD the course materials 
and read them on their personal 
computers or other devices. 

 PRINT the course materials from 
downloaded files, up to one copy 
per group member, for their 
personal use. 

 

Your group members may not: 

 Resell, lend or give away your 
course login, any downloaded 
course files, or any printed course 
materials. 

 Print additional copies of the 
course materials. 

Thank you for respecting my intellectual property rights.     

David Dempster 
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LESSON 1: 

READ AND PLAY WITH TWO HANDS 

IN 30 MINUTES 

You are starting Book 2 of my home study course, Read & 
Play Music. You should complete Book 1 before doing this 
book. 

When you started Book 1: Read and Play Simple Tunes, you learned to read and 
play your first tune in about 15 minutes. Maybe it took a bit less than 15 minutes 
or a bit more, but in any case you got off to a fast start learning to read and play a 
tune with one hand. 

My idea was to show you right at the start that it’s not all that difficult. 

We’re going to do something similar now, but with two hands. In about 30 
minutes from now, I’m going to show you a simple piece of printed music and 
you’re going to read it and play it with two hands. 
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Reading and playing music for two hands may sound pretty impossible to you, 
and maybe it is impossible, but we’re going to do it anyway! 

When you play the piano with two hands, you’ll be playing more than one note at 
the same time. That is something many instruments cannot do: flute, saxophone, 
trumpet—all of them can play only one note at a time. You’ll discover that the 
piano creates rich, satisfying sounds when you play two or more notes together. 

What you need in order to do this book of the 

course 

For Book 2, you need a piano or electronic keyboard, just the same as for Book 1. 

Prepare for a change 

I grew up in Scotland, where cars drive on the left side of the road. When I first 
went abroad to France, it was quite strange seeing cars driving on the right. A bit 
like waking up one morning and your dog starts talking to you. Or like riding on 
one of those machines in a fairground that turns you upside down, so the ground 
is above you and the sky is below you. 

Something you’ve always taken to be a familiar fact suddenly changes. 

You may experience something like that as you learn to read music for the left 
hand of the piano. Up till now, a note centred on the 2nd line up from the bottom 
has always been a G. Well, that’s about to change. The 2nd line up is a G when 
reading music for the right hand, but not when reading music for the left hand. 

So, fasten your seat belt and be prepared to have things change. 
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MUSIC THEORY 
BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

Lower C (the C below middle C) 

In Book 1, we saw that the same 7 names are used for all the white notes from one 
end of the piano to the other: 

 
The same 7 names are used for all the white notes. 
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You already know how to find middle C, the white note to the left of the 2 black 
notes closest to the middle of your keyboard: 

 
How to find middle C. 

Now find the C below middle C by counting 7 white notes to the left of middle C. 
It also is a white note to the left of 2 black notes. 

 
How to find the C below middle C. 
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We call it the C ‘below’ middle C because its pitch is lower than middle C. 
 
Musicians don’t generally agree on a name for this note. To make it easier to 
refer to, I’m calling it ‘lower C’. 
 

 
We’ll use the name ‘lower C’ for the C below middle C. 

Play the note lower C on your keyboard 

It is time to start playing with your left hand! I’m going to have you play this 
note with your left little finger (pinkie). 

1. Find the note lower C on your keyboard, following the instructions above. 

2. Play lower C by pushing that note down and then releasing it, using your left 
little finger (pinkie). 

You just played the note lower C on your keyboard. And you heard the music 
sound of the note lower C. 
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How we show music for the left hand 

Recap: In Book 1 of this course, we learned about the framework used for showing 
music for the right hand. It consists of a treble clef on a staff: 

 
Treble clef on a staff. 

Used for piano music played with the right hand. 

‘Treble’ means high-pitched. The treble clef is mostly used for representing 
pitches in the right half of the keyboard. 

Music for the left hand is usually shown with a different clef, called the ‘bass clef’: 

 
Bass clef on a staff. 

Used for piano music played with the left hand. 

Definition: bass (pronounced the same as ‘base’) means low-pitched. 
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Definition (simplified): the bass clef is the clef usually used for the left 
hand of piano music and for low-pitched instruments and voices. 

(You can find all the definitions in this book in the Glossary at the end.) 

We’ll learn more about the bass clef later, but for now I just want to show you 
how a couple of notes are represented using this clef. 

How lower C is shown in printed music 

This is how lower C (the C below middle C) is represented on a staff with the bass 
clef: 

 
WIth the bass clef, the second space up is a C. 

As you can see, lower C is in the 2nd space up from the bottom. 

‘But,’ you say, ‘surely the 2nd space up from the bottom is the note A?’ 

Well, yes, when we have a treble clef, that is true: 
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With the treble clef, the second space up is an A. 

But with the bass clef, the 2nd space up from the bottom is a C, not an A. 

 
The second space up from the bottom 

represents the note A when we have a treble clef, 

but it represents lower C when we have a bass clef. 

This is the change I mentioned earlier. You may find it uncomfortable at first. But 
as you work your way through this book of the course (Book 2) and do all the 
exercises, you will become familiar with the bass clef just like you became 
familiar with the treble clef when you did Book 1. 

Becoming familiar with reading and playing music in the bass clef will be another 
great step forward in your development as a musician.  
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Read the note lower C from printed music and play it 

Here again is the printed note in the bass clef representing lower C. Look at it, 
and then play that note lower C on your keyboard by pressing it down with the 
little finger (pinkie) of your left hand and then releasing it. 

 

Did you 

 read the printed note lower C? 

 play the note lower C on your keyboard with your left hand? 

 hear the music sound of the note lower C? 

Great. You just took your first step in reading printed music in the bass clef and 
playing it on the piano with your left hand! 

Your next note: lower G (G below middle C) 

You already learned to read and play one note in the bass clef, lower C.  

Let’s learn one more note. You’ll then know 2 notes in the bass clef, and that will 
be enough to read and play your first tune with two hands. 
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Play the note lower G on your keyboard 

Lower G is 3 white notes to the left of middle C: 

 
The location of lower G on your keyboard. 

Find lower G on your keyboard and play it using your left thumb. 

Make sure you’re playing this note, lower G, with your left thumb. Say the name 
of the note as you play it: ‘G’. 

You just played the note lower G on your keyboard. And you heard the music 
sound of the note lower G. 



Read & Play Music – Book 2 Lesson 1: Read and Play with Two Hands in 30 Minutes 
 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2018 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Licensed only for piloting by students and staff of Washburn Academy, Florida, USA 

11 

Play 2 notes on your keyboard with your left 

hand 

1. Find these 2 notes on your keyboard: lower C and lower G. 

2. Play them: 

a. first play lower C with your left little finger 

b. then play lower G with your left thumb. 

Say the name of each note as you play it: ‘C’, ‘G’. 
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How lower C and lower G are shown in printed music 

Here is how those 2 notes are printed in the bass clef: lower C and lower G. 

 

How the notes lower C and lower G are printed in the bass clef. 

As we saw earlier: 

 Lower C is in the second space up from the bottom 

 Lower G is in the top space. 

The above music shows the bass clef being used to represent notes below (to the 
left of) middle C. 
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Note-matching diagram for lower C and lower G 

The diagram below shows how the notes on your keyboard correspond to printed 
notes in the bass clef in the bass clef. 

 
Note-matching diagram for lower C and lower G. 
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Read 2 notes from printed music, with bass clef, and play them 

Here are those printed notes again. Look at them one at a time. As you look at 
each printed note, play it on your keyboard with your left hand.  

 

 

Did you 

 read the printed notes lower C and lower G? 

 play the notes lower C and lower G on your keyboard with your left hand? 

 hear the music sounds of the notes lower C and lower G? 

Great! Now you can read 2 notes in the bass clef and play them with your left 
hand. 

The framework used for piano music played 

with two hands  

In Book 1 you learned how the treble clef is used for music played by your right 
hand, and you just learned how the bass clef is used for music played by your left 
hand. 
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Most piano music is played with two hands at the same time. We show that by 
combining two staffs into a single framework as shown below. The combination 
of the two staffs is called the ‘grand staff’. 

 

The grand staff: 
the framework for music played by both hands. 

Definition: a brace is a curved bracket connecting two staffs, shown 
at the left edge of the staffs, indicating that both staffs are played at 
the same time on one instrument. 

Definition: the grand staff (British name: great stave) is a pair of 
staffs connected by a brace. The grand staff is used for printing the 
right hand and left hand of piano music together. (I’m going to use 
the term ‘grand staff’ as it seems to be most broadly used.) 
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Read and play your first music with two hands 

If you watch an experienced pianist playing, you will see that he usually plays 
with both hands at the same time. And that’s what you are about to do. 

Let’s take a simple example of some music printed on the grand staff: 

 

The above music means: 

 Play lower C with your left hand (we know it’s a lower C because the 
bottom staff has a bass clef) 

 At the same time, play E with your right hand (we know it’s an E because 
the top staff has a treble clef) 

How do we know both notes are played at the same time? Because of this rule: 

Notes that are aligned vertically 
(one note exactly above the other)  

are played at the same time. 
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These 2 notes are aligned vertically so they are played at the same time. 

Play the above music now. Here’s how to do it: 
1. Place your left little finger on lower C, but don’t play it yet. 
2. Place your right index (pointer) finger on E, but don’t play it yet. 
3. When you have both fingers ready, play both notes at the same time. 
4. Then release both notes at the same time. 

 

Tip: In the picture above, I’ve bunched up my fingers to show clearly which notes 
I’m playing. You don’t normally play the piano like that. 

Great! You just read and played your first notes with two hands. 
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Read and play with two hands while counting 

In Book 1, you learned to count ‘1 2 3 4’ for a 4/4 measure or ‘1 2 3’ for a 3/4 
measure. You count just the same when playing with two hands. 

Here’s that same printed music again, but this time I’ve shown it with a time 
signature: 

 

Play the above music now while counting. Here’s how: 

1. Position both your fingers on the notes, same as in the previous example. 

2. Count ‘1’ and play both notes. 

3. Hold the notes down while you count ‘2 3 4’. 

4. Then release both notes at the same time. 

Repeat that as needed until you can do it while counting regularly like the 
ticking of a clock. 

  



Read & Play Music – Book 2 Lesson 1: Read and Play with Two Hands in 30 Minutes 
 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2018 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Licensed only for piloting by students and staff of Washburn Academy, Florida, USA 

19 

Hands moving at different times 

In the example you just played, your hands moved at the same time. They both 
played a note at the same time, and they both released the note at the same time. 

In real music, your hands often have to move at different times. Here’s a simple 
example: 

 

Play the above music now without counting. Apply Know-Before-You-Go: don’t 
make any move until you’re certain you will do it correctly. 

Here’s how to do it: 

1. Position both your fingers on the notes, same as in the previous example. 

2. Play the lower C with your left hand and the first E with your right hand. 

3. While holding down the lower C, play the second E with your right hand. 

4. Then release both notes at the same time. 
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Hands moving at different times while counting 

Play that music again while counting ‘1 2 3 4’. Here’s how: 

 On ‘1’, you play the lower C and the first E. 

 On ‘2’, keep holding down both notes. 

 On ‘3’, you play the second E while still holding down the lower C. 

 On ‘4’, keep holding down both notes. 

 Then release both notes at the same time. 

 

Repeat that as needed until you can do it while counting regularly like the 
ticking of a clock. 
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PRACTICAL 
BUILD YOUR SKILL 

Here are your first exercises in this book, Book 2. 

Exercise 1: 

Play the notes lower C and lower G while calling 

out the names 

You already learned to play lower C and G. The purpose of doing it now as an 
exercise is to repeat playing those notes so they become familiar. 

1   Play lower C and lower G

1. Play lower C with your left little finger (pinkie). Call out its name, ‘C’, 
as you play it. 

2. Play lower G with your left thumb. Call out its name, ‘G’, as you play it. 

3. Repeat as needed until you can play these 2 notes easily and they begin 
to seem familiar. 
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Exercise 2: 

Play the notes lower C and lower G, jumbled up, 

while calling out the names 

1   Play 3 notes 

1. Here are the names of those notes again in jumbled order. Play the 
notes in the order shown below: lower C, then lower G, then lower C. 
Call out the name of each note as you play it. 

Tip: Use your left little finger to play lower C and your left thumb to play 
lower G. 

lower CGC 

2. Repeat as needed until you can play them accurately and easily. 

2   Play a different set of 3 notes 

1. Here they are jumbled in a different order. Play them in this order. Call 
out the name of each note as you play it. 

lower GGC 

2. Repeat as needed until you can play them accurately and easily. 
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3   Play all 6 notes 

1. Here are the two groups of notes you already played. Play all 6 notes as 
a single sequence. Call out the name of each note as you play it. 

lower CGC – GGC 

2. Repeat as needed until you can play them accurately and easily. 

Tip: If you’re finding this quite difficult, you could try pointing without playing 
first. Read a group of 3 letters (e.g. ‘CGC’) and point to those keys on your 
keyboard. Call out the name of each note as you point to it. 

4   Play one more set of 3 notes 

1. Let’s play the notes again in one more different order. Call out the 
name of each note as you play it.  

lower GCG 

2. Repeat as needed until you can play them accurately and easily. 

5   Play all 9 notes 

1. Finally, here are all 9 notes you’ve played. Play all of these notes as a 
single sequence. Call out the name of each note as you play it. 

lower CGC – GGC – GCG 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 9 accurately and 
easily. It’s worth repeating this quite a few times if you need to, until it 
begins to seem easy. 
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Exercise 3: 

Read and play the 2 notes lower C and lower G 

from printed music 

Now it’s time to start practising reading and playing music, which is what this 
course is all about. To help you get familiar with the printed notes, I’m going to 
have you start by calling out the names. 

Refer back to the note-matching diagram if you need to. 

1   Point while calling out the names 

1. Point to the 3 notes below, and call out the name of each note as you 
point to it. Don’t play them yet. Start from the left. 

 

(You should have called out ‘lower C, lower C, lower G’. Or to keep it 
simple, just call out ‘C C G’.) 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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2   Play while calling out the names 

1. Now play the 3 notes, and call out the name of each note as you play it.  

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 

Important: It’s all right to look down to find the keys on your keyboard, but also 
look up at the printed music. Don’t just memorize the notes and play them over and 
over without looking at the music. The reason for looking at the music is to 
develop the skill of playing music as you are reading it. 

3   Play without calling out the names 

1. Play the 3 notes without calling out the names. Just play.  

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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Exercise 4: 

Read and play 3 notes in a different order 

1   Point while calling out the names 

1. Point to the 3 notes below, and call out the name of each note as you 
point to it. Don’t play them yet. 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 

2   Play while calling out the names 

1. Now play the notes above, and call out the name of each note as you 
play it. Look at the music as you do this. 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 

3   Play without calling out the names 

1. Play the 3 notes above without calling out the names. Just play. Look 
at the music as you do this. 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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Exercise 5: 

6 notes 

Now let’s take both groups of 3 notes from the last two exercises, and put them 
together to make a string of 6 notes. 

1   Point while calling out the names 

1. Point to the 6 notes below, and call out the name of each note as you 
point to it. Don’t play them yet. I’ve left a gap between the first group 
of 3 notes and the second group, to help you keep track of where you 
are in the music. 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 6 notes accurately 
and easily. 

2   Play while calling out the names 

1. Now play the 6 notes above, and call out the name of each note as you 
play it. Look at the music as you do this. 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 6 notes accurately 
and easily. 
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3   Play without calling out the names 

1. Play all 6 notes above without calling out the names. Just play. Look 
at the music as you do this. 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 6 notes accurately 
and easily. 
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Exercise 6: 

3 notes, in another different order 

1   Point while calling out the names 

1. Point to the 3 notes below, and call out the name of each note as you 
point to it. Don’t play them yet. 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 

2   Play while calling out the names 

1. Now play the notes above, and call out the name of each note as you 
play it. Look at the music as you do this. 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 

3   Play without calling out the names 

1. Play the 3 notes above without calling out the names. Just play. Look 
at the music as you do this. 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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Exercise 7: 

All 9 notes 

Finally let’s take all 3 groups of 3 notes, and put them together to make a string 
of 9 notes. Make sure you repeat each step until you can do it accurately and 
easily. 

1   Point while calling out the names 

1. Point to the 9 notes below, and call out the name of each note as you 
point to it. Don’t play them yet. 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 9 notes accurately 
and easily. 

2   Play while calling out the names 

1. Now play the 9 notes above, and call out the name of each note as you 
play it. Look at the music as you do this. 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 9 notes accurately 
and easily. 
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3   Play without calling out the names 

1. Play all 9 notes above without calling out the names. Just play. Look 
at the music as you do this. 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of 9 notes accurately 
and easily. 

Chat with David: 

Finding all this ‘too easy’? 

You’ll have noticed that these exercises are designed to 
build your skills step by step, with plenty of repetition. 

Some students need more steps and repetitions than other 
students. If you’re finding you can do each exercise easily 
on the first time through, then just move on to the next 
one. If all the exercises are easy for you, you’ll rattle them 
off in no time. 

But any time you find yourself struggling, realize that you may not have done 
enough repetitions. It works best if you go back and spend some more time on 
earlier exercises, until you really can do each one accurately and easily. Then 
you’ll find the later exercises are no longer a struggle.    
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Exercise 8: 

Draw the notes lower C and lower G 

You’ve learned to read these 2 notes. Now you’re going to draw them. Your 
drawing should end up looking something like this: 

 

Here’s how to do it. Do each step as you read it:  

1. Grab a blank piece of paper and a pen or pencil. (Unlined blank paper is 
best.) 

2. Draw 5 horizontal lines, like the above. 

3. Draw a bass clef on the lines, at the left edge. Make sure you include the 2 
dots that are part of the bass clef. (It takes a little practice drawing it 
nicely. Just do the best you can. See if you can draw it better than I did!) 

4. Draw a lower C. Write the name of the note (‘C’) under the note. 

5. Draw a lower G. Refer back to the diagrams if you’re not sure where it 
goes. Write ‘G’ under the note. 

6. Now prop up your sheet of music and play it. 

You just wrote down some music in the bass clef. Neat! 
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Exercise 9: 

Read and play lower C and lower G from printed 

music, jumbled again 

Here is a sequence of those same notes, lower C and lower G, jumbled in a 
different order. 

1   Point while calling out the names 

1. Point to the notes below, and call out the name of each note as you 
point to it. Don’t play them yet. 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of notes accurately 
and easily. 

2   Play while calling out the names 

1. Now play the notes above, and call out the name of each note as you 
play it. 

You may find this a bit of a challenge. Remember the tortoise from Book 1? 
He’ll help remind you here too, to ‘slow down’!  
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Hint: If you’re finding this too difficult, you can try splitting it up. Repeat 
the first 4 notes until they are easy, then the next 4, and so on. End by 
playing all the notes straight through. 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of notes accurately 
and easily. 

3   Play without calling out the names 

1. Now play the notes without calling out the names. Just play. Here 
they are again: 

 

2. Repeat as needed until you can do the whole line of notes accurately 
and easily. 

If you’re not sure you got this right, review the section you just read that 
explains which note is which. You can look back at the note-matching 
diagram that shows how the notes on your keyboard correspond to printed 
notes. 
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Exercise  10: 

Read and play with two hands 

In a moment, you’re going to read and play your first tune with two hands. Do 
the next few exercises, and that will give you the skills you need. 

Here’s your first exercise to be played with two hands. 

1   Place your left thumb on the note 

1. Read the note to be played by your left hand. It is a lower G. 

2. Place your left thumb on lower G, but don’t play it yet. 

 

2   Place your right finger on the note 

1. Read the note to be played by your right hand. It is D. 

2. Place a finger of your right hand on D, but don’t play it yet. 
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3   Play 

1. When you are certain you will do it correctly, play both notes at the 
same time. 

 

4   Release 

1. After listening to the sound for a moment, release both notes at the 
same time. 

5   Play while counting 

1. Repeat the above steps while counting ‘1 2 3 4’. 

2. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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Exercise  11: 

Hands moving at different times 

Now let’s get just a little bit trickier. 

1   Play the first notes and hold them down 

1. As you did in the previous excerice, place your left thumb on the lower 
G and your right finger on the D, and play them at the same time. Hold 
them down. 

 

2   Hold down the lower G and play another D 

1. While holding down the lower G with your left thumb, release the D 
and play it again. 

2. Then release both notes at the same time. 

3. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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3   Play while counting 

1. Repeat the above steps while counting ‘1 2 3 4’. As you can see below, 
when you count ‘3’, you keep holding down the lower G but play a new 
D. 

 

2. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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Exercise  12: 

Hands moving at different times: another 

example 

1   Find the notes without playing them yet 

1. Place your left little finger on the lower C. Don’t play it yet. 

2. Place your right finger on the E. Don’t play it yet. 

 

2   Play 

1. Play the first notes at the same time: lower C and E. 

2. While holding down the lower C, play 3 more Es. 

3. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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3   Play while counting 

1. Repeat the above steps while counting ‘1 2 3 4’. As you can see below, 
you play an E on each beat, while hold down the lower C for the whole 4 
beats. 

 

2. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 

  



Read & Play Music – Book 2 Lesson 1: Read and Play with Two Hands in 30 Minutes 
 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2018 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Licensed only for piloting by students and staff of Washburn Academy, Florida, USA 

41 

Exercise  13: 

Hands moving at different times: 2 measures 

1   Play 

1. Play the first measure, just like you did in the previous exercise. 

2. Then play the second meausre. 

 

3. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 

2   Play while counting 

1. Play the 2 measures while counting ‘1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4’. 

 

2. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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As you saw in the above exercise, the vertical alignment of the notes shows 
which notes are to be played at the same time: 
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Exercise 14: 

Left hand playing different notes 

Here’s one more exercise, and then I’ll have you read and play a tune with both 
hands. 

If you find this too difficult, or you feel confused, or you’re not sure if you’re 
doing it right, go back and do some more practice on the earlier exercises. 

1   Play 2 measures 
1. Play the music below: 

 

 

2. Play  the above while counting aloud ‘1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4’. 

3. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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2   Play another 2 measures 

1. Play the music below: 

 

2. Play  the above while counting aloud ‘1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4’. 

3. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 
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3 Play all 4 of those measures 

1. Play the music below: 

 

2. Play  the above while counting aloud ‘1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4’. 

3. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 

Tune 1: 

Read and play your first tune with two hands! 

When you see someone playing the piano with both hands, it can look pretty 
impossible. Well, that’s what you’re about to do, and you’ll do just fine. 

  



Read & Play Music – Book 2 Lesson 1: Read and Play with Two Hands in 30 Minutes 
 

 

 
 

Copyright © 2018 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Licensed only for piloting by students and staff of Washburn Academy, Florida, USA 

46 

1   Play 

1. Play the music below: take it very slowly at first. Apply Know-Before-
You-Go: only make each move when you’re certain you’ll get it right. 
Don’t worry about the timing at first. 

2.  

Mary Had a Little Lamb 

 
 

3. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily. 

2   Play while counting

1. Play  the above music while counting aloud ‘1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4’. 

2. Repeat until you can do it accurately and easily with accurate timing. 
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Chat with David:  

Where we’re heading 

Wow! You just read and played a tune with two hands! 

Please realise the momentous step you’ve taken. Think of 
times you’ve seen someone playing the piano with two 
hands, and perhaps been rather amazed at what they were 
doing. Well, now you’re one of them. 

Yes, this was a simple tune with a very simple part for your 
left hand. But you’ve taken your next step on your journey. And remember 
you’re heading for reading and playing the music you want to play. Won’t that be 
a thrill? 

As you do the next lessons, you’ll become very familiar at reading and playing 
music in the bass clef. You’ll also begin playing more complex music with both 
hands. 

And just like in Book 1, you’ll be completely clear about each new thing you learn, 
and completely confident in doing each step before you go on to the next one. 

When you’ve completed this course, I will help you find published music of the 
type you want to play using your new skills. You’ll find there is lots of music to 
choose from, of all types imaginable: rock, blues, classical, jazz, folk, sacred, 
traditional, country, musicals, and so on. Whatever type of music you want to 
play, you will be able to get started when you complete this course.  

You’re on a roll, so turn the page and carry on. I’m pleased to be your guide as we 
continue on this special journey.    
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What’s next? 

You’ve just had a quick introduction to the world of playing the piano with two 
hands. In the next lesson we’ll take a closer look at how music for your left hand 
is printed.  

To find Lesson 2, click the green box: 

 
or go to your Book 2 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

https://dempstermusic.com/book-1-course-materials-group/
https://dempstermusic.com/book-2-course-materials-group/

