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Dear Reader 
In today’s world, where so much is changing and information is so freely available, I 
just want to outline your rights and mine with regard  to this booklet, which is part of 
my home study course ‘Read & Play Music’. 

This is a legally binding agreement between you and myself (David Dempster). Please 
read it carefully. 

This is a multimedia home study course which contains lessons, audios, videos, and 
documents – all in digital format.  Unlike printed books and music where you own the 
physical book, the standard for digital works is to purchase a licence to use the media. 

You have purchased a Group User Licence. This means the course materials will be used 
only by members of your group, such as a choir, a school music class or a community 
study group. This licence is intended for a group of up to 20 members. If you have a 
larger group, please purchase multiple licences. 

Terms of Group User Licence 

 

Your group members may: 

 STUDY the course materials online. 

 DOWNLOAD the course materials 
and read them on their personal 
computers or other devices. 

 PRINT the course materials from 
downloaded files, up to one copy 
per group member, for their 
personal use. 

 

Your group members may not: 

 Resell, lend or give away your 
course login, any downloaded 
course files, or any printed course 
materials. 

 Print additional copies of the 
course materials. 

Thank you for respecting my intellectual property rights.     

David Dempster 
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BOOK 1 TUNES  

I’ve given you tunes that exactly match the skills you’ve acquired by studying 
Book 1 of the course. 

Playing music is the reward you get for all the work you’ve done in studying Book 
1. It’s a bit like spending time and effort learning to fly an aeroplane, and finally 
being awarded your wings. Now you get to take off and fly solo, soaring into the 
blue sky and exploring the new freedom you have as a result of acquiring new 
skills. 

By doing this course, you are gaining the new freedom to play music and have it 
enrich your life. 
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Using the practice methods 

During Book 1, I introduced you to a number of practice methods. 

In Lesson 9, you learned the Know-Before-You-Go practice method, which allows 
you to play new music with no mistakes. 

In Lesson 15, you learned the Count-Point-PlayC practice method, which helps 
you to work out the timing in a piece of music, and play with accurate time. 

In Lesson 20, we put the pitch and time together using the Pitch-Time-Music 
practice method. 

Finally, in Lesson 22 I showed you the Practice-in-Sections practice method, 
which helps you learn a longer piece of music faster than if you keep playing it 
all the way through. 

I hope you’ve become familiar with these practice methods and are finding them 
helpful. Perhaps some of them seem more useful to you than others. And that’s 
fine. Use whatever works well for you in learning and playing new tunes. 

Ready for takeoff? On with the music! 
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EASIER TUNES 

This first group of tunes is fairly easy to play, as they don’t involve moving your 
hand around much. 

Follow the fingering I’ve provided, at least while you’re getting started. If you’re 
not sure how to apply the fingering, review Lesson 7: Play Using All Your Fingers. 
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Tune 1: 

When the Saints Go Marching In 

This American gospel song has gone through many transformations since it first 
appeared over 100 years ago. It started life as a slow Christian hymn, but in the 
jazz era it became a jaunty tune played by bands and sung by band leaders. One 
famous recording was made by Louis Armstrong and his orchestra. 

The song is much used by supporters of football (soccer) teams, including St 
Johnstone, the team in my home town of Perth, Scotland. 

This song includes only 5 adjacent white notes, so you can play it without moving 
your hand around at all. Play the first note with your thumb (since it is marked 
with the fingering ‘1’.) That puts your hand into a 5-finger position, and you can 
play the whole tune without moving out of that position. 

 

When the Saints Go Marching In 
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Chat with David: 

Songs 

Many of the tunes you’re playing are actually songs: music 
with words. 

I’m showing the words along with the music, as that might 
open up opportunities for sharing your music with others. 
Perhaps a friend or family member will look over your 
shoulder and sing the song as you play. Or maybe you’ll sing 
the song yourself.  

If you have no interest in the words, just ignore them and play the music.   
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Tune 2: 

Lightly Row 

You played part of this tune earlier. Here it is now, complete in all its glory. 

 

Lightly Row 
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Tune 3: 

Banks of the Ohio 

This song is called a ‘ballad’, meaning it tells a story. 

The words of the first verse, which I’ve given you below, look rather sweet and 
harmless. But as the ballad continues, the story becomes rather gruesome. 

In the 3rd measure, you’ll reach over briefly with finger 2 to play the B. Then you 
play the upper C with your thumb, and keep in a 5-finger position for the rest of 
the tune. 

 

Banks of the Ohio 
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Chat with David: 

Playing the music you want to play 

You probably have a particular style of music you want to 

play. Perhaps you have a fondness for jazz, or rock, or 

classical or traditional music. That’s what got you 

interested in learning music, right? 

For now, I’m giving you old tunes to avoid copyright 
complications. But you’re heading in the direction of being 

able to read and play any type of music you want. As you get near the end of the 
course (in Book 4), I’ll help you find and purchase published music of the type 
you’re interested in playing. 

Actually, some of these old tunes are pretty neat. That’s why they have been 
around for so long. Perhaps you’ll find some new favourites.   
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Tune 4: 

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star 

This is a lullaby or nursery rhyme, a song for entertaining a small child or 
helping him go to sleep.  

Mozart wrote a piece of music based on this tune. You can hear Mozart’s music 
by looking for a video in Lesson 5 on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 
www.dempstermusic.com. After you’ve got the hang of playing this tune, try 
playing along with the video. If it goes too fast for you, just play along with the 
first few notes. 

Try using the fingering I’ve indicated. Start by playing the first 2 notes with your 
right thumb (shown as the number ‘1’), then the 3rd note with your ring finger 
(shown as ‘4’), and so on. 

I’ve shown the name of the composer (the person who wrote the tune) and 
lyricist (the person who wrote the words) above the tune to the right. In this 
case, ‘TRADITIONAL  / JANE TAYLOR’ means we don’t know who composed the 
music because it’s an old traditional tune, but we know that Jane Taylor wrote 
the lyrics. (‘Lyrics’ means the words of a song.) 
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Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star 
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Tune 5: 

My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean 

This traditional Scottish song is thought to refer to Bonnie Prince Charlie, much-
loved leader of the Scottish uprising in 1745. The Scots word ‘bonnie’ can refer to 
a man or a woman, so supporters of Prince Charlie could pretend they were 
singing a love song when really they were singing (illegally) about their hero. 
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My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean 
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MORE CHALLENGING TUNES 

This next group of tunes needs you to move your hand around more. 

Try following the fingering I’ve given you. You’ll find that helps you make the 
moves smoothly so your playing sounds polished. 
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Tune 6: 

Good King Wenceslas 

King Wenceslas lived 1,000 years ago in Bohemia, a former country of central 
Europe corresponding to the present-day Czech  Republic. In his life he was 
actually a Duke, but he was so highly regarded that he was named a ‘king’ and 
‘saint’ shortly after his death. 

He is now the patron saint of the Czech Republic, and gives his name to 
Wenceslas Square in Prague. 

There’s a ‘Thumb Under’ near the end, marked with the number ‘1’ over an upper 
C. If you’re not sure how that works, review Lesson 7: Play Using All Your Fingers. 
Thumb Under is a basic technique in piano playing, and it’s good to start getting 
used to it.  

Play it slowly at first. Take all the time you need. 
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Good King Wenceslas 
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Tune 7: 

Golden Slumbers 

When you hear the name ‘Golden Slumbers’, you may think of the Beatles song. 
Actually there’s a much earlier song by the same name, with lyrics going back 
400 years, and that’s what you’re going to play now. 

There’s an interesting story about how the earlier Golden Slumbers inspired Paul 
McCartney to write his version. In 1969 he saw a sheet of printed music, the song 
Golden Slumbers. He read the title and lyrics and liked them, but he didn’t know 
how to read music (like you do!), so he made up a tune of his own. It was included 
in their album Abbey Road. 

Anyway, here is the original Golden Slumbers tune. 

This tune moves around quite a bit, requiring agility in your right hand. Try 
using the fingering I’ve given you. I think you’ll find that helps. 

And apply the Know-Before-You-Go practice method. See if you can apply that so 
well that you make no mistakes even on the first time through. 

If you’re not sure about Know-Before-You-Go, restudy Lesson 9: The Know-Before-
You-Go Practice Method. 
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Golden Slumbers 
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Tune 8: 

Cancan by Offenbach 

Let’s play a piece of classical music. 

The cancan is a dance originating in Paris 200 years ago. If you look for videos of 
the cancan on Youtube you’re likely to find rows of women kicking their legs in 
the air.  

Surprisingly, the cancan was originally danced by men. 

The music most widely associated with the dance was written by German-French 
composer Jacques Offenbach. He called his tune the ‘Infernal Gallop’, but 
everyone knows it as the ‘Cancan’. 

And here it is. This is a fast and lively tune, so once you get the hang of playing it, 
try increasing your speed. 

As you may recall, the ‘C’ time signature stands for ‘common time’ and means the 
same as 4/4. If you need to review that, take a look at Lesson 17: Showing the 
Pattern. 
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Cancan 
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Tune 9: 

Daisy, Daisy (Bicycle Built for Two) 

This song has an interesting England-America connection. English composer 
Harry Dacre travelled to America. He brought a bicycle and had to pay import 
duty. A friend told him it was a good thing he didn’t bring a bicycle built for two, 
or he’d have been charged double. The phrase stuck, and this courtship song 
ends with ‘you’ll look sweet upon the seat of a bicycle built for two’.  

I mentioned earlier that this song was sung by the computer in the film 2001: A 
Space Odyssey. Here’s why. 

In 1961, this was the first song ever to be sung by a computer. A few years later, 
the film 2001: A Space Odyssey has a scene in which the computer goes crazy. The 
astronaut decides to deactivate the computer by turning off its memory units. 
The computer responds by becoming more and more childlike, and eventually it 
starts singing ‘Daisy, Daisy’, as if that were its earliest memory. 

In 1975, this song performed another role in computer history. It was played by a 
computer at a meeting of the Homebrew Computer Club, a club that inspired the 
creation of Apple computers. 
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Measure 8 contains a whole rest, which normally indicates 4 beats. But it can also 
be used to show a whole measure rest regardless of how many beats the measure 
contains. In this case, it is being used for a measure of 3 beats. 

The middle part of the tune (where the words are ‘stylish marriage’ and then 
‘afford a carriage’) creates an interesting effect by alternating two different 
rhythms: 

 a measure with a half note followed by quarter note 

 a measure with a quarter note followed by a half note. 
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Daisy, Daisy (Bicycle Built for Two) 
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Tune 10: 

Hard Times 

You played a part of this tune earlier. At that time you didn’t know anything 
about reading and playing with correct timing. Now we can do this properly. 

This touching song was written by Stephen Foster, known as the ‘Father of 
American Music’. 
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Hard Times 
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Chat with David: 

Give a recital 
Very well done on reading and playing these tunes. I hope 
you’re having fun. 

Music-making goes up to a whole new level when you share 
your music with others. How about giving a recital to a few 
family or friends? If you feel nervous about doing that, you 
could start with just one friend. 

Giving a performance makes you really focus on playing accurately and well. You 
may find that you can play a tune on your own, but when you perform it to a 
friend you make mistakes. That’s pretty normal. Just do some more practice on 
your own, and then perform to your friend again. 

When that goes well, perform to two friends, and work up from there. 

So, how do you like being a performing musician?   

You’re on a roll. Keep going! 

You have arrived at a big moment. In the very first lesson of Book 2, you’ll 
experience the rich sounds created by playing with two hands. 

If you haven’t started Book 2 yet, go to my website www.dempstermusic.com 
and get signed up. A whole new world awaits you. 

David Dempster 
Lifelong musician, teacher and music lover 
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