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Dear Reader 
In today’s world, where so much is changing and information is so freely available, I 
just want to outline your rights and mine with regard  to this booklet, which is part of 
my home study course ‘Read & Play Music’. 

This is a legally binding agreement between you and myself (David Dempster). Please 
read it carefully. 

This is a multimedia home study course which contains lessons, audios, videos, and 
documents – all in digital format.  Unlike printed books and music where you own the 
physical book, the standard for digital works is to purchase a licence to use the media. 

You have purchased a Group User Licence. This means the course materials will be used 
only by members of your group, such as a choir, a school music class or a community 
study group. This licence is intended for a group of up to 20 members. If you have a 
larger group, please purchase multiple licences. 

Terms of Group User Licence 

 

Your group members may: 

 STUDY the course materials online. 

 DOWNLOAD the course materials 
and read them on their personal 
computers or other devices. 

 PRINT the course materials from 
downloaded files, up to one copy 
per group member, for their 
personal use. 

 

Your group members may not: 

 Resell, lend or give away your 
course login, any downloaded 
course files, or any printed course 
materials. 

 Print additional copies of the 
course materials. 

Thank you for respecting my intellectual property rights.     

David Dempster 
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LESSON 21: 

READ AND PLAY PARTS OF TUNES 

All right, enough of playing exercises that I made up to give you practice. Time 
for some fun, playing parts of real tunes! You’ll probably recognise some of them. 

As I mentioned earlier, playing real music can be quite a challenge. The pitches 
can be tricky to play, especially if your hand has to move around a lot to play 
high notes and then play much lower notes. And the timing can also be a 
challenge, with different types of note (quarter note, half note, etc.) and different 
types of rest. 

However, with all the work you’ve done in the lessons so far, you are well 
prepared for the challenge. You have all the tools you need. 

First, a short review. Actually, this is the last review in Book 1. 
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REVIEW 
SEE WHAT YOU CAN DO 

This is a review of what you learned in Lesson 20: The Pitch-Time-Music Practice 
Method. 

Let’s make sure you can do all this well before you go on. 

STEP 1: READ and PLAY the music below. Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice 
method. (See below for answer.) 
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Answer to STEP 1: If you’d like to check the accuracy of what you played, you can 
compare it to an audio recording: 

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the audio on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

How did that go? 

If you had any trouble with it, do a bit more work on the exercises of Lesson 20 or 
earlier. 

If you did fine, carry on. 
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PRACTICAL 
BUILD YOUR SKILL 

About these tunes 

I’m giving you just a snippet of each tune, to give you a quick taste of reading and 
playing tunes. Once you’ve reached the end of Book 1 (you’re nearly there!), 
you’ll be able to crack open the Book 1 Tunes and play whole tunes. It has a 
number of tunes that exactly match the skills you’re acquiring by doing these 
exercises in Book 1. 

There is no double bar-line at the end of the pieces of music you’re about to play, 
because I’m only giving you the beginning of each tune. A double bar-line usually 
appears only at the end of a complete tune. 

OK, here we go. 
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Tune 1: 

Abide with Me 

This is one of the best-known Christian hymns.  

It played a part in a historic event. According to some survivors, this was one of 
the tunes played by the band of the Titanic as the ship was sinking.  

In this tune, you have to stretch to play the upper D with finger 4. That puts you 
into a new 5-finger position for the rest of the tune. If you were to play the upper 
D with finger 5 instead of stretching and playing with finger 4, you would have 
no finger left to play the upper E just after it. 

Play this tune now. Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method, ending by 
playing while counting aloud. 

 

Abide with Me 

 

 

Notice that only two fingering numbers are given. You are told to play the first 
note with finger 3. That establishes your right hand in a 5-finger position. You 
are then expected to play the next 3 notes with your hand in that position. Then 
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there’s a change of position to play the upper D with finger 4, and that puts your 
hand in a new 5-finger position for the next 5 notes. 

Here is the same tune with full fingering, so you can make sure you’re using the 
right fingers all the way through the tune. 

 

Tune 2: 

America the Beautiful  

This tune has a pickup measure, since the first measure has only 2 beats instead 
of 4. There is one pickup note, a half note.  

Question: How do you count the pickup measure? See if you can work it out using 
what you learned in Lesson 17. I’ll give you the answer below. 

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 
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America the Beautiful 

 

 

Answer: 

This shows how to count the pickup measure: 

 

You play the first note as you count ‘3’. 

If you didn’t manage to figure that out, it would be a good idea to review Lesson 
14. 
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Chat with David: 

How to avoid struggle 

Playing music is fun. 

Of course there’s some work involved as well! And that’s 
what you’d expect. Every worthwhile achievement involves 
work. 

But it shouldn’t feel like a struggle. 

If you’re finding this a struggle, there are three possible 
reasons. 

Struggle reason no. 1: trouble recognising the keys on your keyboard 

It’s much easier to play music if you recognise the keys instantly. 

Here’s what you can do: 

 You can go back and spend some more time on the exercises designed to 
help you recognise the keys on the keyboard. You’ll find them in lessons 5, 
10 and 12. 

Struggle reason no. 2: trouble recognising the printed notes 

It’s much easier to play music if you recognise the printed notes instantly. 
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Here’s what you can do: 

 You can spend a little time calling out the names of the notes before 
playing a tune. For the next tune, ‘Camptown Races’, you’d call out ‘D D B D 
E D’ and so on. 

 If you find that too difficult, you can go back and spend some more time on 
the exercises designed to help you recognise the printed notes. You’ll find 
them in lessons 5, 10 and 12. 

Struggle reason no. 3: trouble playing the notes 

Here’s what you can do: 

 The main thing is to really apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method, 
starting with Know-Before-You-Go. How do you know if you’re applying it? 
That’s easy: 
o If you are playing with no mistakes, you are applying Know-Before-

You-Go. 
o If you are making any mistakes at all, you are not applying it. 

 You can watch the video on Know-Before-You-Go again, and redo the 
exercises in Lesson 9. 

 You can also re-watch the Pitch-Time-Music video, and redo the exercises 
in Lesson 20. 

If you can really get the hang of applying Know-Before-You-Go and Pitch-Time-
Music, and you apply them all the time when learning new music, you’ll make 
much faster progress. And you’ll have more fun! 

As always, the guiding principle is to do what works for you.   
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Tune 3: 

Camptown Races 

Here is a song by Stephen Foster, the ‘father of American music’. Many of his 
songs became part of American culture and are still known to us 150 years after 
he wrote them: ‘Old Folks at Home’, ‘Oh! Susanna’, ‘Beautiful Dreamer’. 

The last step of Pitch-Time-Music is to play the music with correct timing while 
counting aloud the beats. It’s very important to count aloud while you play, at 
this early stage in your training, to make sure your timing is accurate. 

 

Camptown Races 

 

 

Playing the first note with finger 4 puts your right hand into a 5-finger position. 
That means you play the 3rd note with finger 2, like this: 
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Tune 4: 

Daisy, Daisy (Bicycle Built for Two) 

In this tune, you have to stretch to the left for the first 4 notes. Then the rest of 
the tune is in a 5-finger position. 

Try using the indicated fingering. 

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 

 

Daisy, Daisy 
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Tune 5: 

Danny Boy 

You played this tune in earlier lessons. Here it is again so you can apply Pitch-
Time-Music to improve your playing.  

This is probably the best-known song from Ireland. Ironically, the words of the 
song were written by an English lawyer. 

Playing the 5th note (G) with finger 1 moves your right hand into a new 5-finger 
position. That means you play the 7th note (upper D) with finger 5. Then there’s 
a ‘finger-over’ near the end. 

 

Danny Boy 
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Tune 6: 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

Try using the indicated fingering. 

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 

 

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
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Chat with David: 

A look ahead 

You may be thinking, ‘This is all very well, playing the 
piano with one hand, but the piano is supposed to be played 
with two hands.’ 

Exactly. Well, what I can tell you is that the work you’ve 
been doing in Book 1, learning to read and play pitch and 
time, is setting you up well for playing with two hands. 

And the other thing I can tell you is that playing with two hands is coming up 
sooner than you might realize. You’re getting close to the end of Book 1, and 
you’ll be reading and playing music with two hands in the very first lesson of Book 
2: Read and Play Simple Tunes with Two Hands. 

So carry on, play the rest of these tunes, finish Book 1 in a blaze of glory, and then 
keep on going!   
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Tune 7: 

Old Macdonald Had a Farm 

A wonderful, fun children’s song. 

Try using the indicated fingering. Playing the first note with finger 4 puts your 
right hand in a 5-finger position. So you play the 4th note (G) with your thumb. 

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 

 

Old Macdonald Had a Farm 
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Tune 8: 

On Top of Old Smokey 

A traditional American song, possibly from the Appalachian mountains. 

Do you know the funny version of this song that goes, ‘On top of spaghetti, all 
covered in cheese, I lost my poor meatball . . .’. 

Try using the indicated fingering. 

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 

 

On Top of Old Smokey 
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Tune 9: 

Piano Concerto by Tchaikovsky 

A concerto is a piece of music for one or more solo instruments and orchestra. A 
piano concerto is a piece of music for solo piano and orchestra. This concerto by 
Russian composer Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky is one of the favourites with 
audiences around the world. 

Try using the indicated fingering. 

Playing the 6th note with finger 3 moves your right hand into a new 5-finger 
position. In that position, you play the G with finger 5, then the final C with 
finger 1 (thumb). 

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method.  

 

Piano Concerto by Tchaikovsky 
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Tune 10: 

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star 

You played this earlier. Here it is again so you can play it with all your fingers. 

This is a much-travelled tune. It started life as a French melody more than 250 
years ago. The words for ‘Twinkle’ were added later by an English poet. Then the 
tune took on a more practical role when an American used it for the ‘Alphabet 
Song’, helping countless children learn their A-B-Cs. 

You have to stretch a little to play note 3. Then stay in a 5-finger position. Do a 
‘finger-over’ on the last note.  

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 

 

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star 
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Tune 11: 

When Irish Eyes are Smiling 

A song about a romanticized Ireland, much sung and recorded since it was 
written 100 years ago. A claim for copyright of this song made it all the way to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

I leave it to you to work out the fingering for this one.  

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 

 

When Irish Eyes are Smiling 

 

 

  

Licensed to Washburn Academy



Read & Play Music – Book 1 Lesson 21: Read and Play Parts of Tunes 
 

 

 

Copyright © 2017 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Group User Licence 

20 

Tune 12: 

When Johnny Comes Marching Home 

This is a popular song from the American Civil War, expressing people’s longing 
to see their loved ones safely back home from the fighting. 

I find that the quarter rests give the tune a jaunty swing. 

Try using the indicated fingering. 

Apply the Pitch-Time-Music practice method. 

 

When Johnny Comes Marching Home 

 

 

Here’s the full fingering for this one, so you can compare it with what you did 
when you played the music above: 

 

Licensed to Washburn Academy



Read & Play Music – Book 1 Lesson 21: Read and Play Parts of Tunes 
 

 

 

Copyright © 2017 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Group User Licence 

21 

What’s next? 

Showtime! 

 
Click the green box above, 

or find Lesson 22 on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 
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