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Dear Reader 
In today’s world, where so much is changing and information is so freely available, I 
just want to outline your rights and mine with regard  to this booklet, which is part of 
my home study course ‘Read & Play Music’. 

This is a legally binding agreement between you and myself (David Dempster). Please 
read it carefully. 

This is a multimedia home study course which contains lessons, audios, videos, and 
documents – all in digital format.  Unlike printed books and music where you own the 
physical book, the standard for digital works is to purchase a licence to use the media. 

You have purchased a Group User Licence. This means the course materials will be used 
only by members of your group, such as a choir, a school music class or a community 
study group. This licence is intended for a group of up to 20 members. If you have a 
larger group, please purchase multiple licences. 

Terms of Group User Licence 

 

Your group members may: 

 STUDY the course materials online. 

 DOWNLOAD the course materials 
and read them on their personal 
computers or other devices. 

 PRINT the course materials from 
downloaded files, up to one copy 
per group member, for their 
personal use. 

 

Your group members may not: 

 Resell, lend or give away your 
course login, any downloaded 
course files, or any printed course 
materials. 

 Print additional copies of the 
course materials. 

Thank you for respecting my intellectual property rights.     

David Dempster 
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LESSON 3: 

READ AND PLAY 5 NOTES 

In Lesson 1, you learned to read 3 notes and play the tune ‘Mary Had a Little 
Lamb’. Here it is again. Go ahead and play it: 

 

As I mentioned earlier, there’s a flaw in the tune. Let’s learn 2 more notes so you 
can play ‘Mary’ properly and play another couple of tunes as well. 

But first, let me tell you a bit about how these lessons are structured. 
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How the lessons are structured 

Back in Lesson 1, you learned a bit about your keyboard and began to learn how 
printed music works. This is called ‘music theory’. 

Then you played some exercises and a tune. That is called ‘practical’. 

Definition: The theory study of a subject (such as music) involves learning 
about it to gain knowledge. 

Definition: The practical study of a subject involves applying it to gain skill. 

Most of the lessons throughout this course are structured the same way: you 
learn some music theory to gain knowledge, and then you play some exercises 
and tunes to build your skill. 

Theory, practical, back and forth. 

You’ll find this balance of theory and practical works great for building your 
knowledge and skill hand in hand. That’s how you’ll become a fine musician. 

I’ve also given you reviews to make sure you’re confident before moving on. 

So you’ll find 3 sections in most of these lessons: 

 Review 

 Music theory 

 Practical 

And here is your first review. 
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REVIEW 
SEE WHAT YOU CAN DO 

This is a review of what you learned in Lesson 2: Read and Play Your First 3 Notes – 
Advanced.  

The purpose of this review is to make sure you’ve grasped what you’ve already 
studied before you go on to learn more. That way you’re always building your 
skills confidently. 

Do this review now. You should be able to do it pretty easily. 

STEP 1: CALL OUT THE NAMES of these notes (see answers below): 

 

STEP 2: READ AND PLAY the notes above, starting from the left. 

STEP 3: Give the two definitions of note.  

Answer to STEP 1: CEDE  CDEC  DDED  C 
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Answer to STEP 2: If you’d like to check the accuracy of what you played, you can 
compare it to an audio recording: 

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the audio on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

Answer to STEP 3:  

Definitions:  
1. a note is a single musical sound, such as you hear when you push down 
one of the black or white keys on your keyboard.  
2. a note is a symbol in printed music that represents a single musical 
sound. 

Did you do that review correctly and pretty easily? 

If so, carry on to the next section: ‘Music Theory’. 

Otherwise, go back and spend more time doing the exercises of Lesson 2 before 
you continue with this new lesson. It will take a bit of time, but you’ll make faster 
progress in the end if you go back now. 
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MUSIC THEORY 
BUILD YOUR KNOWLEDGE 

The F above middle C  

In Lesson 1, you learned to read and play the notes middle C, D and E. 

As you might guess, the next key to the right of E is called ‘F’.  

 
The F above middle C. 

Play middle C on your keyboard now, and then play the F to the right of it. 

Do you hear the difference? F has a higher pitch than middle C. 

For that reason, we’re calling this ‘the F above middle C’. 
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Where F lies in relation to the black keys 

Notice where F lies in relation to the group of 3 black keys: 

 
F is the white key to the left of 3 black keys. 

How F above middle C is shown in printed music 

Here it is: 

 

How would you describe where the note F is on the 5 lines? 

It is usually described like this: ‘F is in the bottom space’. 
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Note-matching diagram for F above middle C 

Here’s a note-matching diagram for this new note: 

 
Note-matching diagram for the F above middle C. 
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Draw the printed note F above middle C 

Your drawing should look something like this: 

 

Do each step as you read it: 

1. GRAB a blank piece of paper and a pen or pencil. 

2. DRAW 5 horizontal lines, like the above. 

3. DRAW the curly symbol on the lines, at the left edge. 

4. DRAW the note F. 

5. WRITE the name of the note (‘F’) under it. 
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Read the F above middle C from printed music and play it  

Here again is the printed note F. Look at it, and then push down the F key on 
your keyboard (3 white keys to the right of middle C). Use a finger of your right 
hand. 

 

Did you 

 READ the note F from printed music? 

 PLAY the note F by pushing down the key on your keyboard? 

 HEAR the note F? 

Great! You just took one more step in reading printed music and playing it on the 
piano. 
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All the Fs on your keyboard 

You’ve seen that the F above middle C is to the left of 3 black keys. 

And that’s how to find all the Fs on your keyboard. Every white key to the left 
of a group of 3 black keys is called ‘F’: 

 

The keyboard shown above has 4 F keys. 

Your keyboard may have a different number. Count how many F keys there are 
on your keyboard. 

Check your accuracy 

Here’s a little quiz to make sure you’re identifying the F keys correctly. 
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Now check your answers: 

 

How would you explain to someone where the F key is in relation to the 3 black 
keys?  
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The G above middle C 

The next key to the right of F is called ‘G’. 

 
The G above middle C. 

Play middle C on your keyboard now, and then play the G to the right of it. 

Do you hear the difference? G has a higher pitch than middle C. 

For that reason, we’re calling this ‘the G above middle C’. 

  

Licensed to Washburn Academy



Read & Play Music – Book 1 Lesson 3: Read and Play 5 Notes 
 

 

 

Copyright © 2017 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Group User Licence 

13 

Where G lies in relation to the black keys 

Notice where G lies in relation to the group of 3 black keys: 

 
G is the white key to the left of the middle of the 3 black keys. 

How G above middle C is shown in printed music 

Here it is: 

 

How would you describe where the note G is on the 5 lines? 

It is usually described like this: ‘G is on the second line up from the bottom’. 
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Note-matching diagram for G above middle C 

Here’s a note-matching diagram for this new note: 

 
Note-matching diagram for the G above middle C. 
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Draw the printed note G above middle C 

Your drawing should look something like this: 

 

Do each step as you read it: 

1. GRAB a blank piece of paper and a pen or pencil. 

2. DRAW 5 horizontal lines, like the above. 

3. DRAW the curly symbol on the lines, at the left edge. 

4. DRAW the note G. 

5. WRITE the name of the note (‘G’) under it. 
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Read the G above middle C from printed music and play it 

Here again is the printed note G. Look at it, and then push down the G key on 
your keyboard (4 white keys to the right of middle C). Use a finger of your right 
hand. 

 

Did you 

 READ the note G from printed music? 

 PLAY the note G by pushing down the key on your keyboard? 

 HEAR the note G? 

Great! You just took one more step in reading printed music and playing it on the 
piano. 
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All the Gs on your keyboard 

You’ve seen that the G above middle C is to the left of the middle of the 3 black 
keys. 

And that’s how to find all the Gs on your keyboard. Every white key to the left 
of the middle of a group of 3 black keys is called ‘G’: 

 

The keyboard shown above has 4 G keys. 

Your keyboard may have a different number. Count how many G keys there are 
on your keyboard. 

Check your accuracy 

Here’s a little quiz to make sure you’re identifying the G keys correctly. 
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Now check your answers: 

 

How would you explain to someone where the G key is in relation to the 3 black 
keys?  
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All the notes you’ve learned so far 

Note-matching diagram 

 
Note-matching diagram for middle C D E F and G.  
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Draw all the notes you’ve learned so far 

Your drawing should look something like this: 

 

Do each step as you read it: 

1. GRAB a blank piece of paper and a pen or pencil. 

2. DRAW 5 horizontal lines, like the above. 

3. DRAW the curly symbol on the lines, at the left edge. 

4. DRAW the notes middle C D E F and G. 

5. WRITE the name of each note under it. 

6. PROP it up and PLAY it. 
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Read middle C to G from printed music and play them 

Here are those 5 notes again: 

 

Look at the above notes one at a time, starting from the left. As you read each 
one, play it on your keyboard. Do that now. 

Now read and play them starting from G and working down: 

 

Play them over and over while looking at the printed music until they begin to 
seem familiar.  

Great! Now you can read and play 5 notes.  
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Chat with David: 

What’s special about the note G? 

The first note you learned, back in Lesson 1, was the special 
note middle C. What makes it special is that it is used as a 
point of orientation for the whole keyboard. 

One of the new notes you just learned, G, is also special. In 
this case, what makes it special is its relationship to middle 
C. 

Play those 2 notes together now: middle C and G. Listen to the quality of the 
sound they make when you play them at the same time. 

Do you hear a ringing, bell-like sound? 

They seem to fit together well, and that’s because they have a special natural 
relationship. You’ll learn more about that in Lesson 6. 

For now, I just wanted you to know that G is rather special.   
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More about the curly symbol 

In Lesson 1, I introduced you to the 5 lines and curly symbol, and described them 
as a kind of framework:  

 
The framework on which music is printed. 

The curly symbol actually started life as a letter of the alphabet. Can you guess 
which one? 

It started out as the letter ‘G’. Its shape evolved over the centuries as it was hand-
written by countless musicians. In an era when handwriting was fancier than it is 
today, it evolved into the ornamental shape we have now. 
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The symbol is curled around one of the 5 lines. Can you see which one? 

It is curled around the 2nd line up from the bottom. The symbol is telling us that 
the 2nd line up from the bottom represents the pitch G:  

 

 

How to use the curly symbol 

Now that you know what the curly symbol means, you can use it to work out 
other notes. 

Knowing that this symbol is the letter ‘G’ will help you in the next exercises, as 
you work at becoming more familiar with reading, naming and playing the notes 
C D E F and G. 
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For example, let’s say you see this music: 

 

Pretend that you don’t know what note that is. But you know that the line just 
above it is G, because the curly ‘G’ symbol curls around that line.  

So the space just below that line must be ‘F’. 

 
How to use the curly symbol to work out the note F. 

So now you know that this note is an F: 
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By the way . . . 

Here is an impression (no guarantee of historical accuracy!) of how an uppercase 
‘G’ and a lowercase ‘g’ could have evolved into the elegant curly symbol we use 
today in music: 

 
Possible evolution of the curly symbol from the letter G. 

The top part of our curly symbol is thought to have come from the letter ‘S’ for 
‘Sol’, an alternative name for the note G. The word ‘Sol’ is still used today in some 
countries. 
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PRACTICAL 
BUILD YOUR SKILL 

Exercise 1: 

Find and play all the F keys  

1   Pick 3 black keys 

1. PICK any group of 3 black keys on your keyboard. 
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2   Point to the F key 

1. POINT to the white key to the left of the 3 black keys. This is an F. 

 

3   Call out ‘F’ 

1. CALL OUT the name of the white key, ‘F’. 

4   Play F 

1. PUSH DOWN the F key. You’ll hear an F note. 
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5   Repeat with a different F key 

1. POINT to another F key on your keyboard (a white key to the left of 3 
black keys), CALL OUT its name ‘F’, and PLAY it. 

6   Repeat until it’s easy 

1. REPEAT the above steps with different F keys until you can spot and 
play them with no hesitation. 

7   Walk away  

1. WALK AWAY from your keyboard, WALK BACK to it, PLAY an F key, 
and then CALL OUT its name, ‘F’. 

2. REPEAT as needed until you can do it with no hesitation. 

8   Play them all 

1. PLAY all the F keys on your keyboard, starting from the left of your 
keyboard and working all the way to the right, and then back to the left. 

9   Explain 

1. EXPLAIN to someone how to identify F keys on the keyboard. (If you 
don’t have anyone handy, just say it out loud.) 
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Exercise 2: 

Find and play all the G keys 

1   Pick 3 black keys 

1. PICK any group of 3 black keys on your keyboard. 
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2   Point to the G key 

1. POINT to the white key to the left of the middle black key. This is a G. 

 

3   Call out ‘G’ 

1. CALL OUT the name of the white key, ‘G’. 

4   Play G 

1. PUSH DOWN the G key. You’ll hear a G note. 
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5   Repeat with a different G key 

1. POINT to another G key on your keyboard (a white key to the left of the 
middle of 3 black keys), call out its name ‘G’, and play it. 

6   Repeat until it’s easy  

1. REPEAT the above steps with different G keys until you can spot and 
play them with no hesitation. 

7   Walk away 

1. WALK AWAY from your keyboard, WALK BACK to it, PLAY a G key, and 
then CALL OUT its name, ‘G’. 

2. REPEAT as needed until you can do it with no hesitation.  

8   Play them all 

1. PLAY all the G keys on your keyboard, starting from the left of your 
keyboard and working all the way to the right, and then back to the left. 

9   Explain 

1. EXPLAIN to someone how to identify G keys on the keyboard. (If you 
don’t have anyone handy, just say it out loud.) 
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Exercise 3:  

F G 

This is an exercise in the new notes, F and G. 

Here’s a reminder of how the F and G keys look on the keyboard: 

 
Reminder: The 2 new keys F and G. 

Notice where they are in relation to the group of 3 black keys. 

In the first step below, I’m going to have you point to notes on your keyboard. 
Don’t play them yet – we’ll get to that in a moment. 
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Here’s a reminder of how the 2 new notes F and G look in printed music: 

 
Reminder: The printed notes F and G. 

Notice where they are in relation to the 5 lines. 
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Exercise 4: 

E F G 

Now, to make it a bit more challenging, we’ll mix one of the notes from Lesson 1 
(E) along with the 2 new notes (F and G). 

This exercise and the exercises following it each have 5 steps, like Exercise 2 
which you just completed. If you’re unclear about how to do any of the steps, 
look back at the illustrations in Exercise 3. 

1   Find the keys  

1. CALL OUT these note names, and POINT to the keys on your keyboard. 
(Don’t play yet. Just point.) 

EFG – FGE – GEF – FEG 

2. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 
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2   Play from letters  

Up till now, you may have been playing with just one finger. It’s now time to 
change that. Here’s what to do: 

1. PLACE your right hand on the keyboard so 3 of your fingers are resting on 
the keys E F G. For now, try using your right thumb, index (pointer) finger 
and middle finger. 

2. CALL OUT these note names, and PLAY them on your keyboard. Push 
down each key with the finger resting on the key. (So the first group, F E G, 
is played by your index finger, then your thumb, then your middle finger.)  

FEG – GEF – EGF – FGE 

3. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 

3   Name the printed notes 

1. POINT to these printed notes and CALL OUT their names: 

 

2. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily.  
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4   Play from printed music 

1. PLACE your right hand on the keyboard so 3 of your fingers are resting on 
the keys E F G. 

2. CALL OUT THE NAMES of these notes, and PLAY them on your keyboard 
using the fingers that are resting on the keys: 

 

3. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 

5   Draw the printed notes, then play them 

1. DRAW 5 lines and the curly symbol. 

2. DRAW these notes on the 5 lines: 

FGF – EFG – GEG – FEG 

3. PROP UP your sheet of music and PLAY it. 
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Exercise 5: 

D E F G 

Now we will mix 2 notes from Lesson 1 (D and E) with the 2 new notes (F and G). 

1   Find the keys 

1. CALL OUT these note names, and POINT to the keys on your keyboard. 
(Don’t play yet. Just point.) 

EDG – FDE – GDF – FEG 

2. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 

2   Play from letters 

1. PLACE your right hand on the keyboard so 4 of your fingers are resting on 
the keys D E F G. 

2. CALL OUT these note names, and PLAY them on your keyboard using the 
fingers that are resting on those keys: 

FDE – EGF – EDG – FDG 

3. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 
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3   Name the printed notes 

1. POINT to these printed notes and CALL OUT their names: 

 

2. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 

4   Play from printed music 

1. PLACE your right hand on the keyboard so 4 of your fingers are resting on 
the keys D E F G. 

2. CALL OUT THE NAMES of these notes, and PLAY them on your keyboard 
using the fingers that are resting on the keys: 

 

3. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 
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5   Draw the printed notes, then play them 

1. DRAW 5 lines and the curly symbol. 

2. DRAW these notes on the 5 lines: 

FGD – EDG – GEF – DEG 

3. PROP UP your sheet of music and PLAY it. 

Tip: If you prefer, you can draw notes on manuscript paper so you don’t have to 
keep drawing the 5 lines. 

Definition: manuscript paper (USA name: ‘music paper’) is paper with 5 
lines printed on it, for use in writing music. 

 
Manuscript paper (USA name: ‘music paper’).  
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You can buy manuscript paper in your local music shop. Or you can print some 
here:  

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the document on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 
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Chat with David: 

How to make fast progress 

Throughout this course, I’ll be giving you practice tips to 
help you apply each new thing you learn. This is the first 
one. 

How you spent your practice time can make a huge 
difference in your speed of progress and in the satisfaction 
you get from your music-making. 

 

Watch this video now:  

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the video on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

I highly recommend that you watch all the videos in order to get the full 
benefit of the training. But if you don’t have a video player, just carry on 
reading. 
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Summary of video 

Before you go on with the next exercise, I want to tell you something very 
important that can help you speed up your progress. 

You are doing something you may never have done before: reading notes from 
printed music and playing them on your keyboard. Here is a tip that will enable 
you to do all these exercises successfully and easily and quickly, and have fun 
doing them. 

 

Do you know the story of the tortoise and the hare? The slow tortoise won the 
race because he just made steady progress. I want you to win the race!  

You will make much faster progress if you play slowly without mistakes. If 
you rush and keep making lots of mistakes, you will take much much longer 
to get anywhere. So: 

 

Maybe you already feel you are playing slowly, but slow down even more if you 
make a mistake. You will get there much faster in the end. 

I know you want to play your keyboard fast, just like the professionals do. But 
they started slowly as well. And they ‘won the race’, didn’t they?   
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Reminder: note-matching diagram for all 5 

notes learned so far 

Here’s that diagram again in case you need to refer to it. 
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Exercise 6: 

C to G 

Finally, here’s an exercise using all 5 notes you’ve learned so far. 

1   Find the keys 

1. CALL OUT these note names, and POINT to the keys on your keyboard. 
(Don’t play yet. Just point.) 

ECG – FGC – GDF – DCG 

2. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 

2   Play from letters 

1. PLACE your right hand on the keyboard so your 5 fingers are resting on 
the keys C to G. 

2. CALL OUT these note names, and PLAY them on your keyboard using the 
fingers that are resting on those keys: 

FDC – EGF – CDG – FEG 

3. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 
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3   Name the printed notes 

1. POINT to these printed notes and CALL OUT their names: 

 

2. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 

4   Play from printed music 

1. PLACE your right hand on the keyboard so your 5 fingers are resting on 
the keys C to G. 

2. CALL OUT THE NAMES of these notes, and PLAY them on your keyboard 
using the fingers that are resting on the keys: 

 

3. REPEAT until you can do the whole line of 12 pretty easily. 
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5   Draw the printed notes, then play them 

1. DRAW 5 lines and the curly symbol. 

2. DRAW these notes on the 5 lines: 

FGE – EFD – CDG – DGC 

3. PROP UP your sheet of music and PLAY it. 

Chat with David: 

Taking breaks  

You may be doing actions you’ve never done before. A bit 
like playing tennis or going skiing for the first time: you 
find yourself using muscles you didn’t even know you had. 

If your muscles get tense while you’re playing, it’s time to 
take a break and move around. Or try letting your arms 
hang down loosely by your sides and shake your hands out. 

You may find it works best to keep your practice sessions quite short. 

Take a break as often as you need to. 

Then carry on.   
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Exercise 7: 

Get to know your keyboard 

When you learn to fly a spaceship, it’s important to know where all the controls 
are. Otherwise you might end up on the wrong planet! 

The same goes with your keyboard, of course. Very important to know how it all 
works. 

So let’s do this. (Step 1 applies only to an electronic keyboard. If you have a 
piano, start at step 2.) 

1   Find the controls  

1. FIND the place where the power cord plugs in to the keyboard.  

2. FIND the on-off switch. 

3. FIND the volume control. Turn the volume up and down a few times, 
playing notes to make sure they get louder and quieter as you adjust the 
volume control. 
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2   Play all the white keys 

1. PLAY all the white keys on your keyboard, starting at the left end of your 
keyboard and going all the way to the right. Do the white keys all work? 

2. Now PLAY all the white keys again, but this time starting at the right and 
ending at the left. 

3   Count the keys 

1. COUNT the white keys. How many are there? 

2. COUNT the black keys. How many are there? 

4   Touch the black keys 

1. TOUCH all the groups of 2 black keys. 

2. TOUCH all the groups of 3 black keys. 

5   Clean your keyboard 

1. If your keyboard is dusty, give it a dusting. 

2. If any of the notes are dirty or sticky, you can wipe with them with a damp 
cloth, but be sure to wring it out completely first. You don’t want any 
water to drip down the sides of the keys. 
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Chat with David: 

Making sure you’re ready to move on 

How’s it going? Are you doing these exercises pretty easily?  

If so, carry on! Your next tunes are waiting for you. 

But if you’re struggling a bit, it would be well worth 
spending some more time on the exercises in this lesson. 
You just need to do some more repetitions until you can do 
them pretty easily. 

You will make much faster progress in the end, if you are completely confident in 
doing each lesson before you go on to the next step.   

  

Licensed to Washburn Academy



Read & Play Music – Book 1 Lesson 3: Read and Play 5 Notes 
 

 

 

Copyright © 2017 David Dempster. dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved. 

Group User Licence 

56 

Tune 1: 

Read and play ‘Mary’ correctly 

 
I mentioned that there was a flaw in ‘Mary Had a Little Lamb’ when we played it 
in Lesson 1. Now that you know more notes, you can play it correctly. Play this 
now: 

 

Mary Had a Little Lamb 

 

 

There, that’s better. We fixed the last 2 notes in the first line.  
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Chat with David: 

The birth of printed music 

When you read and played the tune ‘Mary’ back in Lesson 1, 
you were re-enacting an event that occurred 1,000 years 
ago. 

Before then, printed music did not exist. Music was passed 
on orally: one musician would play or sing a piece of music, 
and another musician would learn it by listening. 

Then along came Guido d’Arezzo. (His name means ‘Guido of Arezzo’. Arezzo is a 
town in Italy.) Guido had a vision of writing music down, just like words can be 
written down. He worked out a system of writing music. 

Then one momentous day in music history, he explained his system to some 
musician friends and showed them a piece of music he had written. His friends 
read the music and sang it, without ever having heard it before. 

Just like you did in Lesson 1, when you read and played the tune without 
knowing what it was. 

Guido’s printed music looked like this: 

 

Isn’t it amazing how little Guido’s system has changed in 1,000 years? A 5th line 
was added later, and the notes became round instead of square. Minor tweaks. 

Well done Guido!    
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Tune 2: 

A Christmas carol 

 
Would you like to play another tune, now that you know 5 notes? Try this. Where 
it says ‘pause’, just pause for a moment. Not too long. 

 

Jingle Bells  
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Tune 3: 

A traditional German tune 

Many of the pupils in my school (and other schools around Britain) learned to 
play this tune on the recorder, an instrument similar to the flute. The recorder is 
inexpensive and easy to learn, and that made it a good choice for giving pupils 
some experience of making music. 

When I think back to my school days, I can hear the sound of this tune echoing 
down the bare corridors of Perth Junior Academy on the east coast of Scotland. 

 

Lightly Row 
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By the way . . . 

In the film 2001: A Space Odyssey, there is a scene where one of the astronauts 
deactivates the computer because it has gone crazy. As the computer loses more 
and more of its memory, it goes back into its ‘childhood’. In the English version 
of the film, the computer starts singing the song ‘Daisy, Daisy’. But in the German 
version, it sings the tune you just played. 

The reason for this, is that this is one of the first songs taught to children in 
Germany, so it is associated with childhood. 

And the reason ‘Daisy, Daisy’ is sung in the English version of the film . . . well, 
you’ll learn all about that when you get to it in the Book 1 Tunes at the end of Book 
1. 
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Tune 4: 

A tune by Beethoven! 

 
And perhaps you’d like to play something a bit grander . . . 

 

Ode to Joy (by Beethoven) 
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By the way . . . 

‘Ode to Joy’ is a tune from the last movement of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. 

 A symphony is a large-scale piece of music written for an orchestra.  

 A symphony is usually in four separate sections called movements.  

 An ode is a poem expressing love or enthusiasm for something. 

The classical music radio station in Los Angeles, KUSC, asked their listeners what 
their favourite piece of music was. The winner, out of all the classical music 
written in the past several hundred years, was this symphony by Beethoven. 

Would you like to hear it? You can click on the link below to play a video. 

In the full symphony, the tune you just played, ‘Ode to Joy’, is repeated over and 
over in many different forms. Very dramatic and exciting. I’ve given you just a 
snippet in this video, to give you a flavour of Beethoven’s music.  

 
Click the blue box above, 

or find the video on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 
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Chat with David: 

About the tunes in this course 

You may be wondering, ‘When do I get to play some modern 
music? What about playing songs by the Beatles, Michael 
Jackson, Adele?’ 

And my answer is, you are heading in the direction of being 
able to read and play the music you want to play. By the 
time you’ve completed this course, you will be able to 
buy published music and read and play it. 

What a thrill it will be to play music that you could previously only listen to. 

Meanwhile, when you reach the end of Book 1 you’ll be able to play everything in 
the Book 1 Tunes. You’ll find that those tunes exactly match the skills you’re 
acquiring as you study Book 1. 

As you’ve seen, I’ll also be giving you parts of tunes to play as you work your way 
through this course. These tunes and the tunes in the Book 1 Tunes are all older 
music, because modern music is copyrighted. I’ve given you a nice selection of 
tunes that are good for developing your skills.   
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What’s next?  

In the next lesson, we’re going to change gears a bit and learn something very 
interesting about sound. 

 
Click the green box above, 

or find Lesson 4 on your Book 1 Course Materials page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 
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