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LESSON 8: 

PLAYING LEGATO 

Now let’s get some practice playing legato. 
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PRACTICAL 
BUILD YOUR SKILL 

There are quite a lot of exercises here, but they won’t take you long. 

Play all of these exercises legato.  

For these exercises, focus on joining the notes smoothly with no gap. We’re not 

so concerned with accurate timing. 

Exercise 1: 

Fingers 1 and 2 

In the first few exercises, you will be doing the see-saw motion with two fingers. 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 

2. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 
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4. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  

Exercise 2: 

Fingers 2 and 3 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

 

 

4. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  
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Tip: Notice that I’m giving you specific fingers to use for each exercise. For this 

exercise, I indicated that you were to use finger 2 on the first note, then finger 3 

on the second note, and so on. Please do use those fingers, as that is part of what 

we’re practising. 

Exercise 3: 

Fingers 3 and 4 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them. 
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Exercise 4: 

Fingers 4 and 5 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

 

4. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them. 

Tip: You may find doing the see-saw motion harder to do with some fingers than 

others. Just keep repeating until you can do it pretty easily. 
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Exercise 5: 

Fingers 1 and 3 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them. 

Recap: Are you sitting comfortably? 

In Book 1, I gave you some tips on how to sit at the piano. Now that we are 

focusing more on the quality of your playing, let’s revisit that. Your playing will 
sound better if your seat is well adjusted. 

When you have your seat at the correct height: 
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● your forearms should be horizontal 

● your wrists should be straight 

● your hands should fall down on to the keyboard with your fingers curved 

 

Position seated at the piano: 

elbows a little higher than the keyboard, wrists straight, fingers curved. 

Give that a try. Adjust the height of your seat if you need to, so you have the 

result described above. Alternatively, you can adjust the height of your keyboard. 

Then play a tune and see how it feels.  

If you adjusted your seat up or down, did it make any difference in the quality of 

your playing? 

I find that students make a more positive, bright sound when they are playing 

with their seat at the correct height as described above. 

Recap: Playing with curved fingers  

Look at videos of great pianists, and you will likely see that they have their fingers 

curved instead of straight.  
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Here’s a picture of a famous pianist, showing how he’s playing with curved 
fingers: 

 

With your wrists straight and your fingers curved, there is a natural curve going all 

the way from the elbow to the tips of your fingers. You’ll be able to play with 
more strength and better control, and your music will have a fuller sound. 

Try it now: 

1. Get your seat to the correct height, as described in  the previous section. 

2. Play this music now with your fingers straight, while counting aloud the 

beats: 

 

3. Now play it with your fingers curved. 

Do you feel the difference? 
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You may also hear a difference. I find my students’ playing has more of a 
ringing, singing quality when they play with curved fingers. (You may not 

notice any difference if you have a basic keyboard that doesn’t allow you to 
play loud and soft.) 

If you like, you can go back and forth, playing the above tune first with 

straight fingers and then with curved fingers to compare them. I’m 
expecting you’ll feel and hear the benefit of playing with curved fingers. 

4. Finally, play the above music again, with fingers curved, and work at playing 

each note rather firmly. That means pushing the keys down with a definite, 

rather strong motion. The opposite of ‘firm’ would be weak and feeble. 

As you play the tunes below, and as you learn new music, work at making the 

quality of your playing consistent, with that same ringing, singing quality. Your 

audience will appreciate it! 

Tip: if you find your fingernails clicking against the keys, you might want to trim 

them. 

Exercise 6: 

Fingers 2 and 4 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them.  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 
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4. Repeat until the notes are joined together smoothly with no gap between 

them. 

Exercise 7: 

Fingers 3 and 5 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato (i.e. the notes are joined 

together smoothly with no gap between them). 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 
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4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato (i.e. the notes are joined 

together smoothly with no gap between them). 

Exercise 8: 

All 5 fingers 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 
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4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 9: 

Start with finger 5 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 10: 

Fingers 1, 3 and 5 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 
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2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 11: 

Hand stretched out  

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 
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Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 12: 

Move your hand around 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato  

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 
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Exercise 13: 

Repeated notes 

Here is your first exercise with repeated notes (same pitch).  

 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat, making the gaps between the notes as small as you can. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 14: 

Different pitches then repeated notes 

In the music below, the first move from E to F is a see-saw (different pitches). The 

next move (same pitch, F to F) needs a tiny gap.  
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If you find this tricky, slow down! Find a slow speed at which you can really play 

legato. 

Don’t worry about playing in time. Just focus on making each move from one note 
to the next as smooth as possible. 

1. Play the music below with your right hand:  

 

 

2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

Exercise 15: 

Repeated notes then different pitches 

This one is the other way round: a tiny gap followed by a see-saw. 
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1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 

 

 

 

2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 16: 

Mixed repeated notes and different pitches 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 
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2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 17: 

Mixed repeated notes and different pitches, more 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 
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2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 18: 

Mixed repeated notes and pitches, more 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 
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4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Tune 1: 

A well-known hymn 

This hymn is normally played or sung smoothly. So try playing it legato, the notes 

flowing from one to the next with no gaps between them. There’s a little 
challenge, as it has a mix of repeated notes and different pitches. 

First, here it is for your right hand. 

1. Play the music below: 

Abide with Me 

 

2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 
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And here it is for your left hand: 

3. Play the music below: 

Abide with Me 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

Exercise 19: 

Start on finger 5 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 
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Exercise 20: 

Thumb under 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 

 
2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Exercise 21: 

Finger over 

1. Play the music below with your right hand: 
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2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

3. Play the music below with your left hand: 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato 

Tune 2: 

Best-known Scottish song 

First, here it is for your right hand. 

1. Play the music below: 

Loch Lomond 

 

2. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

And here it is for your left hand: 

3. Play the music below: 
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Loch Lomond 

 

4. Repeat until the music really sounds legato. 

How are you doing in playing firmly and making a ringing, singing sound? You may 

want to play some of these exercises again, and focus on the firmness of your 

playing and the quality of your sound. Also, work at playing with curved fingers. 
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