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What students are saying about this course 

ΨLΩƳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ L ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ Book 1 in a weekend, and now 

ƻƴ .ƻƻƪ н LΩƳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ƘŀƴŘǎΦΩ - Don 

Ψ.ƻƻƪ н ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ 
how simple it is to play with two hands. Now I can sing and accompany myself by 

playing the ǇƛŀƴƻΦ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦΩ ς Grace 

Ψ{ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ 
ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΦ bƻǿ L ŦŜŜƭ LΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŀƴƻΗΩ ς Jerry 

ΨLΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴd never knew how simple it could 

ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ aǊΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ 5ŜƳǇǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ Iƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŜŀǎȅΦ bƻǿ L Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘΦΩ - Lisa 
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Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΦΩ ς Gwen 

Ψ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭe to see the notes on the page and know 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŀƴƻΦΩ ς Mary 

ΨLΩƳ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ Ǉƛŀƴƻ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƭƛŎƪŜŘΦ L ǿŀǎ 
ƛƴ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŜŀǎȅΦΩ ς Kathy 

Ψ²Ƙŀǘ L ƭove about the course is that there are many exercises to play on the 

piano. Because they are short, I can learn them quickly and easily and get the 

Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦΩ ς Grace  

ΨLΩƳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΗΩ ς Don 

ΨL ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŀŎŜŘ ƛǘΗ ¸ƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳ ŜŀǎȅΦΩ ς Barbara 

Ψ9ŀŎƘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ L 
ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀ ǘǳƴŜ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǘΦΩ ς Melanie 
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LESSON 1: 

READ AND PLAY AN INTERESTING 

RHYTHM IN 15 MINUTES!! 

You are starting Book 3 of my home study course, Read 

& Play Music. You should complete Books 1 and 2 before 

studying this book. 

When you started Book 1: Begin to Read and Play Simple Tunes, you learned to 

read and play your first tune in about 15 minutes. Maybe it took a bit less than 15 

minutes or a bit more, but in any case you got off to a fast start learning to read 

and play a tune with one hand. 

When you did Book 2: Read and Play Simple Tunes with Two Hands, you quickly 

learned to read and play a simple tune with two hands. 

¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘΦ 
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²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ similar now, quickly learning to read and play a new 

rhythm.  

Definition: rhythm is a pattern of sounds repeating over time. 

Many different rhythms can be created by mixing, in various combinations: 

 short and long sounds 

 strong and weak sounds 

 sounds and silences 

Different rhythms create a different effect on the listener, making him feel sad, 

happy, jittery, relaxed, energetic, and so on.  

Lƴ ŀōƻǳǘ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ 
play it. 

Rhythm is such an important part of music! This whole book, Book 3: Read and 

Play Tunes with Fascinating RhythmsΣ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊƘȅǘƘƳǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
encounter as you explore the world of music.  

Of courseΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊƘȅǘƘƳǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ creating them 

for yourself. By the end of Book 3, you will have taken a great step forward in 

your progress as a musician. 
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Before you start . . . 

aŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōƻŀǎt about how fast you learned to 

read and play your first tune with a new rhythm. 

 

  

Start time: ________ 

Ready, steady, go! 

 

 

Looking inside the beat 

LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ŀ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ Ǝƻ ōȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
are 3 railway carriages, all the same size. The train is going at a moderate speed, 

ŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎΦ 

 

I want you to tap on something to indicate the arrival of the front of each 

carriage. You should be making 3 taps, with one second between taps, like this: 
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TAP ς wait a second ς TAP ς wait a second ς TAP 

Do that now. 
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hYΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǘƻȅ ǘǊŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦ ƻŦŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ όhǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ DƻŘȊƛƭƭŀΦύ After taking off the 

roofs, you see that each carriage is made up of two compartments of equal size, 

separated by dividing walls. 

 

Now I want you to tap for the arrival of the front of each carriage, just as you did 

before, but also make a lighter tap for the arrival of each dividing wall. The lighter 

taps should be halfway between the main taps. Like this: 

TAP ς tap ς TAP ς tap ς TAP ς tap 

The main TAPs should still be one second apart, but there are lighter taps 

between them. 

The result is you end up with 6 taps regularly spaced, meaning they have equal 

time gaps between them. The whole thing takes 3 seconds, because we still have 

3 railway carriages passing. 
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How this is shown in printed music 

L ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ LΩƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ŎŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ illustrate something to 

do with music! 

The 3 carriages represent the 3 quarter notes in a 3/4 measure. Here, the beats 

occur on each quarter note: 

 

Quarter notes (British name: crotchets) in a 3/4 measure. 

When we added the in-between taps (represented by the dividing walls of the 

carriages) we split each quarter note into a pair of smaller notes. Not surprisingly, 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨуǘƘ ƴƻǘŜǎΩ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŜŀŎƘ уǘƘ ƴƻǘŜ ƛǎ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ 
note. And here is what they look like: 

 

8th notes (British name: quavers) in a 3/4 measure. 
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Definition: an 8th note (British name: quaver) is a note that is half as long 

as a quarter note. When the quarter note represents 1 beat, the 8th note is 

half a beat. 

When a pair of 8th notes occur together, they are usually connected by a beam, 

like this: 

 

Pairs of 8th notes in a 3/4 measure. 

Counting 8th notes aloud 

Recap: Back in Book 1, we learned to count aloud the beats. Play the music below 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻǳŘ Ψм н оΩ 

 

The purpose of counting aloud as you play is to help you play with steady timing. 
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bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ уǘƘ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
counting them. Again, the purpose is to help in playing with accurate timing. 

Fortunately, there is a method of counting 8th notes that is in broad use by 

musicians: 

 

¸ƻǳ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘǎ Ψм н оΩ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅ ΨŀƴŘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ уǘƘ ƴƻǘŜǎ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘǎΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ΨϧΩ ƛǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀǎ ΨŀƴŘΩΦύ 

¢Ǌȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿΥ tƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻǳŘ Ψ1 and 2 and 3 andΩΦ 

The location of the beam in an 8th-note pair 

The beam is usually at the top when the notes are near the bottom, and the beam 

is usually at the bottom when the notes are near the top: 
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 Location of the beam in an 8th-note pair. 

Exercise 1: 

Read and play 8th-note pairs 

Now you know what an 8th-ƴƻǘŜ ǇŀƛǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
and playing them. 

¢ƛǇΥ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ŀƭƻǳŘΣ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
baby steps in reading and playing 8th notes.  

²ŜΩǊŜ going to start with some quarter notes and then divide them to create 8th 

notes. 

1. Tap quarter notes while counting aloud. Tap out the timing of the music 

below, by tapping on something like a table. Each quarter note is one beat. 

Allow about one second for each quarter-ƴƻǘŜ ōŜŀǘΦ /ƻǳƴǘ ŀƭƻǳŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘǎ Ψм н 
оΩ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǘŀǇΦ 
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2. Play quarter notes while counting aloud. Now play the music below on your 

keyboard while counting the beats aloud. 

 

3. Tap 8th notes while counting aloud. Tap out the timing of the music below, by 

tapping on the table. Keep the beat going unchanged, and fit the extra notes in 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǘǎΦ /ƻǳƴǘ ŀƭƻǳŘ Ψм ŀƴŘ н ŀƴŘ о ŀƴŘΩ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴΥ 
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4. Play 8th notes while counting aloud. Now play the music below on your 

keyboard, while counting aloud: 
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5. Back and forth. Go back and forth, playing both of the pieces of music below: 

first 3 quarter notes, then six 8th notes, then back to 3 quarter notes and so 

ƻƴΦ .ƻǘƘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ о ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΦ /ƻǳƴǘ Ψм 
ŀƴŘ н ŀƴŘ о ŀƴŘΩ ƻƴ both pieces of music. 

 

6. Play loud and soft. If your keyboard allows it, try playing the first 8th note of 

each pair a bit louder and the second 8th note softer. Listen to the effect that 

creates: 

 

Read and Play Music                       Book 3         Lesson 1:                     Read and Play an Interesting Rhythm in 15 Minutes

Copyright (c) 2018   David Dempster                                                                                              dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved.

17



7. Repeat. Repeat this exercise, playing quarter notes and then 8th notes, until 

you hear that the six 8th notes are taking exactly the same amount of time as 

the 3 quarter notes. 

  

Read and Play Music                       Book 3         Lesson 1:                     Read and Play an Interesting Rhythm in 15 Minutes

Copyright (c) 2018   David Dempster                                                                                              dempstermusic.com 
All rights reserved.18



Exercise 2: 

Read and play 8th notes mixed with quarter 

notes 

1. Play quarter notes while counting aloud. Play the music below, allowing about 

one second for each quarter note. Count aloud as shown below: 
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2. Play mixed notes while counting aloudΦ bƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǿƻ уǘƘ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ Ψм ŀƴŘ 
н ŀƴŘ о ŀƴŘΩΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŜȄǘra time for the pair of 8th notes. Play and 

count this now: 

 

3. Back and forth. Go back and forth, playing both pieces of music below: 

 

wŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ 
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4. Loud and soft. If your keyboard allows it, try playing the quarter-note beats a 

bit louder, and the 8th note that is in between the beats softer. Like this: 

 

If you want, you can check your playing by listening to this recording:  

 

Click the blue box above, 

or find the audio in your Book 3 Course Materials Page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 
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Click the blue box above,^fix image and recording 

or find the audio in your Book 3 Course Materials Page at 

www.dempstermusic.com 

Exercise 3: 

Read and play 8th and quarter notes, 2 

measures 

1. Play quarter notes while counting aloud. Play the music below, allowing about 

one second for each quarter note. Count aloud as shown below: 

 

2. Play mixed notes. Play the music below, counting aloud as shown: 
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3. Back and forth. Go back and forth between the two pieces of music below 

until you hear the same quarter-note beat pulsing throughout: 

 

Exercise 4: 

Read and play mixed 8th and quarter notes 

bƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇ ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ 
into playing music that includes 8th notes. But any time you need to check your 

timing while playing 8th notes, you can play some quarter notes to re-establish 

the basic pulsing beat. Going back and forth between playing quarter-note beats 

and playing 8th notes helps you keep a regular beat. 

Play the music below. Notice that the two measures are not the same! 
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Exercise 5: 

Read and play 8th notes, different pitches 

This one is in 4/4 time. 

If you need to, start by playing 4 quarter notes to establish the beat. 

 

Exercise 6: 

Read and play 8th notes, hand spread out 

Things are heating up a bit now! 

Start slowly! If you make mistakes, slow down more. If you can make it a habit 

of slowing down whenever you make mistakes, you will make much faster 

progress. 
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If you need to, play a series of quarter notes to establish a steady beat, and then 

play the above music again. 

 

  

Exercise 7: 

Read and play 8th notes and quarter notes 

hƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƴŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ 
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Tune 1: 

Your first tune with 8th notes 

Anytime you need to re-establish the beat, tap out some measures of 4 quarter 

notes. 

Start slowly. And have fun! 

 

When that is going well, play it without counting aloud: 

 

Wow! You just read a tune with a new rhythm and played it as you were reading 

it! Did you recognize it as the best-ƪƴƻǿƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǎƻƴƎΣ Ψ²ŀƭǘȊƛƴƎ aŀǘƛƭŘŀΩΚ 
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That was just the start of the tune. You can play the whole tune in the Book  3 

Tune Album, found at the end of your Book 3 Course Materials page. 

I realize this was a pretty simple tune, and the rhythm was not all that complex. 

!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇlex rhythms and 

discover the richness they add to your music. 

This will take a bit of work but it will be a major step in developing yourself as a 

ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴΦ !ƴŘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ 

Check your time 

Check your clock. How long did it take you to learn to read and play your first tune 

with 8th notes? 

 

End time: ________ 

Time taken to read and play your first tune:  __________ 

 

Well done! Even if it took you a bit more than 15 minutes, you did it! You got off 

to a good start in learning to read and play interesting rhythms. 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǊƻƭƭΦ /ŀǊǊȅ ƻƴΗ 

 

David Dempster 
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Lifelong musician, teacher and music lover. 
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About the Author 

-making. 

The days of singing around the piano are 

virtually gone, replaced by television, 

video games and the internet. This has 

been made worse by huge cuts in the 

funding of music education. A whole 

generation is being denied the rich 

experience of making music. 

I want to open up the world of music-

ma  

- David Dempster 

 was created by David Dempster. This unique method of 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ƛƴ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊȅǘŜƭƭƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ 
is a method that teaches the real fundamentals of music while taking the student 

on a lively and entertaining journey of discovery. 

David lives and breathes music. Spend some time with David and you will likely 

hear him humming a tune or burst out singing a bit of a symphony. 

When he was four years old, David learned to read music while taking piano 

lessons from Mr Ingram in Perth, Scotland. Because he learned to read music 

fluently, it was easy for David to go on to play other instruments, and conduct 

choirs, orchestras and opera. He has experienced a lifetime of music-making. 

David gets a thrill when he hears from his students who are now playing and 

singing music instead of just listening to it. 
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David leads a colourful life as musician, choir director, writer, storyteller, 

mathematician, mountaineer and world traveller. 
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